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HiT :0 !)TJeI'I ON:
It r emi j ds .n e tnat one time during the class hour in high

ac ho oL we the students have b aen disc.tssing tOle q.r e s t i on of
origin of surnames, names, prefixes, and suffixes and their

meanings in different nations including 'Jkrainians, and 'luring
the coucse of disc~ssion o,e 3nSlish Sfident ~rovoked an amusement

and i~Tit'•.tio::. :e as.ced me di::-ectly; "Demchuk! Is your name
means a small damn? Before;: had a chance to answer and eroLa i n
TO the class -m exrc t meaning 0: 11 s:rsll iarnnll

, the four o I c Loc:
'Jell r ang and Gause:' the usual comao t i on , the sctoo L tec,c 'er
suggested that nw~ s .all ceturn to this question so~e Dt~er time.

***.-(-*":'.***.*:J-********~*******************

NO~T it seams tJ me t,at I shcu: d e.ro , .~i n to ;:n-: Y:JUllC:; Jeshu:s
the p ·oper :r.ccLlinr; of De;!:-choo}: ). small damn" as :: was a.sk e d •

Th,: au mam e Dem-scho ak con s t s t s 0 two ,.;or,is, or r.:ther a
name and a s'..i f f i x , It o r i g Liate s fr-JID the n.am e "Demyan-cc n io k'".
The name Dernyan is '.::.n old ::n·.vi:::, TJ 'r'"i '.i ::1, muscu l Ln., c nr i.s t t an
n ame v Ln 01: d8.y'" this !l3.r118 h a: been v e r no ou Lar cn: :na:-:y 1Jl~r:ti.:li3..:l

families a ave been selecting this name for theiE! infant boy, w',i-:'e
baptizing t'em in the Orthodox chu~ches.

In our c aae , the boy' s name '"i th adri ed suffix h9.S b'ecome
surname. Demyan-chook mea2S s~all Demyan.

No'w, p Lea.s e r-euecb er tb.:t il:' the year 1778 a. u. in July both
brothers Vichael and \'Iasil Demy arichuk ,'lit:" thei~wives "ar i a and

Anastazia,. iaubht-ars of Alexander and ~'~ati1.erine ~-:akow:'i"'v-, "12.78

jointly agreed to change their :1,~~-::e 3..3 a "?::"ecaution a£8.ins-: the
.:1ussian an i e s , Lrr Au s t r-t a and s·,:orten8c: ca'lLi nc themselv-=~ De!'nc:1u~;:S.

Therefore s i nc e s aco rid h a.Lf 0:: Julv .i n 1778 f.. ii. the n ame "~ich,'~el
!)emchak f n i s wife f'laria and two boy's h~e '~-:-ee~: r-e c o r d e d ill the

Au.strian -i t i z sn s records in co-J.:::·~' -:;OtfJn Bo r ac n i v ,

ow I ho p e that all my Jemchuks and t~eir r e La t i ves ,;ill
r-em e.i.b e r t:1e origin of Demchuk t s name and wi=-l be able to ex o ~:lin

the rrSmall Derm" to other canadi an s ; T~le ?,asic ~1ame arid su:fi:t.

J.P. Demc vu:c,



My dear DemchuRs, relatives and Friends!

Will you please take a shar! nencil and on any man of
Sastern Surope f i od the capital city of ukraine, Kiev. From there
follow in the South - Western direction, about 359 kilometers
and you will find historical Ukrainian city Kamenetz Podolski.
From there follow North about 30 kilometers and you will find
a small tOW::l Land sko run , o r-g i nal Iy called Yaskarunya. From the:ce
follow North nest you will find the wBst side of the river Zbruch
a su.a.l L village with historical nam e called Zbrizh. On tae west

side :Jf river Zbr uch to the South about 4- :dlometers there is a
town Skala. From the~e going West is village Tzihani, which after
second world war has been renamed by the ~ussians and now is called
'iudky. 3ut we, in our description wil', call the old name Tzihani.
From here to the South about seven kilometers the~e is a county
town Borschivand farther do,m to the South on the river Dnist~r

there is a town Zalischiki. This is a historical triangle; River
Zb rrch eUl.?ties its water into the river Dnister and runs into the
Blac;': Sea.

Our object ia me..tioni ,g these places is to help our )emchu~s

in Canada and U.S.A. t o find ',iitho<t d i f'f'Lc uLt i e s t'.,e places where
our f'Lr s; ancestors were bo r n , lived, lef"': their homes and travellei
in seeking the oLac e for new homes and voo l i tical asylum in Aus t r-La,
before and af"er the year 1778 A.D.

The "khootir" or farmstead, by the "asko runva is t"Je cradle,
where our first Jemyanch~ks - Demchu~s were bor: and lived durin6
theire young y"",,,rs, the two brothers lUchael and W'3.sil Demy: anchuks
and married tW:J sisters, !lIari "md An.,stazia the daughters of
:tl.e;;ander (201e:::s3.) and Catherine Yakowli7, also from Yaako r-unv a.

30th Deffiy~,chuk brothers were joint Oill1ers of large aCEeg;e
of cultivated fertile land, few acres of fore2t, fruit orchard and
h ayLand with a s::Jal, creek, and many horses, cattle, sheep, hogs,
bees and nome :Joultry, and natuc-ally rion ey , 3ec:3.use theT' war e
hard workin:; cn r-Ls t i an s , tre:ted their hired he. 'l humanLv and
n atar-al.Ly thei r helD worked "iL.. linc'ly and most important was tilet,
that part of ]~r~ine is the richest and most productive country in
.3uro "Je, C-L"lG. no wonger that n e Lghbo r Ln;' nations w~~te:: to pc s s es

the land, Natu~ally Demyanchuk family were resnected and socially
LnfLu en t i e.I in this paz- t 0:: ITkr::..ine. et un exo ec t ed Ly hap ened
that they had to leave their land and weal t'l and to e ac ane and s
seek ano ti e r :Jlace to Li v e- in .ius t r-aa ,

The BI1SSa1L.""l ETIl"press Catherine t.h e Great (1752-1.796) destroyed
the last ikrainian Cossacks Zaporzhe, on the Dni~ro river 2ear the
Black ]ea, and defe'!.ted ukrainian Cossacks ',lere f or-ce d to find t"leir
s anc tuary on Turkish land '.'lith the downfall of ITkr:inian mili t.ary
TJo"ier, the Russian ruling class suggested Oatherine to conquer the
ukraine DoliihiC:3.l.ly'1,l'ld econdlmically. Becau s e the Russian proper,
Vii thQ:.l:!; the 'Jr:r'.i\.Ic!;;] 'JRA.:'T::,\RY JF ;::;:F':JPZ will ne"Ter 'be able to grow into
strong political power. All the Russians white or red know that and
by all mean s s taey try to keep UKrainians in suo j ections. And Russ l.m
patrits invented a delicate scheille. They suggested to Catherine to
summon all the ~krainian nobili~y a..,d landlords to visit Catherine,
swear their lo";:"lty to her and in exchangs she ~lill gI!2..'1t t a em her
"Er-amo t a" wh i ch mean s titles to the uo s ens i on o f thai ~ 12...YJ.G...
me I. a::J:"1iti,Jn they had to pay the 2;mpress treas.:ry ~nd au s t er you~g

r!kr:_~.i.!J~~=1S I r t o ::1:ls~.ian arm) an d p er-fo r: o t h e r du t i cs rcquf r e; and
J.mDOSe'J D}l the Ru~slan r'~l~rs, In the f'u t u r e , ~s?eciall·." the .r rv
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was needed to conquer the Siberia and other Asiatic wild tribes.
The Ukr:li:lLl.1l landlords and nobility residing closer to Moscow

had no other choic, ":Jut to visit the Empress with "presents" and
returned to their home with "Hramotas" or royal titles, as sUbjects.
But the Ukrainian landlords living on the ri~ht side of the Dnipro
river have been delaying their visits to FOSCOW, as they were 100kin2
for a war between Turkey and Russia. 'the Russians Ln verrt ed ano t h er
scheme because they were of Polish - Turkish War and in a q~iet way
selected a number of Russi~D patriotic emissaries a2d sent them

to the Ukrainian landlords ~Dd suggested that these landlords
with their wives swear on Jath of alliegience by proxy in ~ront of
the emissary and sign their naa e s in exchange 0;6 Roy a.L :"ramots and
one of the emissary visited DemY~Dchuks. During supper meal he
dr~k more honey than he could stand and being ~n~er the iftf,uence
of eloquence exoressed his se'fish desires. 3e wan t ad to be ovner of
such farm as Demyanchuks had. ~here is a proverb in Jkraininn
Larigu .ge whi ch say s'' what the sob 81' person ha.s in mind -the dnunk'lrd
has it on his tongue". The ::Jemyanchuks grasped t"ie e:Jissarie's
selfi sa d e s i re .~ven if tney sw ear' t3eir s..lliegience to Em?ress.
~his selfish min may su ge,ot to the 311lpress that De.cyancn.rks are
under suspicion and they may be ar r es t ed and s e.rt ito Sibe:-2-a as
u.rde s Lr-ab Le s and the Land may be qr'illted to this emissary £07' his
gift for loya.l service, a s Rus s i an Datriot and as exarroLe to other
loyal :C:J.c;sians. T'le Russians were afraid. of Ukr-at n t eri p atir-Lo t a ,
And there w s r cason for suspicion:"Dem,yanc.:uks were very po puLar in
t~lat part 0'::" ITkraine an d e'18:'1 sJ.ggestio':1 that t:ley are f11"·:az9-pi:ltzi 11

may p r ovo s e the de s t r-uc t i on of their family," and who cares if
a few Ukr a i n Lan s 8re less in Ukraine. The,e are times th't frightened
mind unab Le to r easo.; 'Pro Jerly. ~:nissary aay ~e ~':J:1est 'jut :~Le T.ay
be s eLfi ah , ,ihy dide exor e s s his s eLf i ah desire f'o :: their farm?
It is suspicious aasurap t i on . If he ul.ans to ::1estroy him. ,ie
Demyanchul,s are on 'ti e suspicious list, oath brothers »ter e discussing
in their rn i nd ; pro and can. Fin':lly they sue;gested th,,-t n ex :
morning they will sign the pr8xy in t~e ~~esence of their i03estic.
~he e::lissary h a t to be c ar-r i ed to his tOOID, as he has been U rde r
the influence of honey, freshly ~~thered by bees, as it w?s ~iddle

of JUly an.6. fir2t flo;ie:-E: h ave mo r e s t r ength , ar-oma 8..1d taste.
::ow fi,E,lly both broth er-c C8.:~.e t,o t:le conclusion t".t they

have to lea-.'e t'leir :a::':TI and ever··t:1ing anI save their fa:uilies
ani their Li v e s and a s soon as po s s i b Le Leave far .Au s t r i a ,

'"'"'he e:'~iiss~~ry, ri s no r s e 2. ..1d fll-::ol;.::'s£s," b.1§£;-;1 h r.s been clestro-:ed
during the :2i.;l1t. It has been don e in self def atc e , " ~\le ~3N

:;JF~':."~."~D-~~~-TTl S-'3.ji'"S I'ho u Jh:1.lt ~10t kill. :/e don i t ~[ill him as a
human. .ie "ill the evi I w:'JicQ is his body. ',ihat ri;hts h,c.ve the
Ru s s i an a to kill 1Jkr!3.ini '::.ns and t:~··:--e ov force their land?
Such and e i ra i Lar arg'..lriJe:lts \-:8"':"'8 disGasse,j by Dem.;ranchuks b r-o t he r s
several ti:Iies on their way Lnt o .u s t r in ,

~he Fu;i tives in o\ust~ia;

The ~,ext mor n i ng , both f an i Li e s deci·jed to Lewe their l:~,nd

and ever:;thing aced save tieir lives in .\ustria. The, s e l ac t ed
four teams e..nil on tt,·/o wB.sons ,?ac~':eQ the most needed household
effects and ::ood. It has been 10c1; est ab Li su ed custom in
Ukr a.l n i an LandLo r ds f ani l Les that the o ld e s t son is the cl.stodian
of all the do cua errt s 2.:1-:7. all t~1e vz Lu sd :zai:iily possessions,
and that: ~e h as ce en CO~:2:i -'e:,e:: 3.S h en.d of the family and
8.;,:;vis8!'_na~::,lger o" t~e -::'·J..:li'....y ::st' ..7e. :.::ter frt~her's ie'-:.th.
':08 r-,:ic~1:'-l.el bei:::::; o Ld r s t i t e f an i Lv tOt);'.;:: 80S orr his '.;';3.g.')!1 '~:.ll

the leg'll iOCu~8nts ;ild °I~8ney.
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omeuts w~en his g.~oat. ~~. ~:-::- ~ .... : ~ q·!G-

crossed :~i:::s=lf , knelt arid 'raye~L whsn he
.ind ;;;ot up I noticed that h", tried in his "ind
~!le ri7sr or t~e

They .al ao s e l ec t ed f'Jur' )U'l. sin::'le men an d two maids, whom they
Lnew from their first birthd~y and whom they considered as trust
worthy. An d after tl e hot July su.rs e t left tow9.rd Ki ev , !//

',efore they s t afrt ed 021 t'leir journey, ~1icllael summoned all
the employees,ap o i n t ed 't.e manager eho knew the e1'eryoay work
and asked them to car-r-: out his i::-""trClctions. ~'ii th :], good luck
~e will return. And if any curious neighbor or ~tranger inquire of
their whereabo~ts tel~ them we have gone to Lie;, as ~er ~er

r~aj estie r s The 1!:mnre2.s cor.cand ,
After driving s ev er a.L kilometers to the no:t:th tney have

changed their travellin,,;; to the "est towlrd" river Zorooeh arid
t01:ms 3kaLl, Zbr-I zh . The~' trweL.ed du r i ng the night for the
S'..fety p r ec a.i t Lon s , and durine;'L::.ylight they s l eo t and rested in
the wo ods , or in tl1e ravines allilng the small cree..::. ::hey reme:cbered
proverb" Go'i h eLns those who help t n emaeLve s ;" T"ley ',Tere f'ami Lf ar'
,iith their high,-;a'" * rJa,; beC9.11:O-,,> it was the historical h i ghwav ,
'Phi;;, highw1f.':': hg.s been wi~:le~sinl2:t'~l~ s:;arried many armies, duringtrLanJi ,"a.LS .LH 'tn e past sev ..... r a.i. c err u r i as •
The main reason was that by the Village Zbrizh, a few kilometers
north of t own Skala, the banks of the river Zbrooch were lowered
and the water in the river was shallow with hard bed, as tje banks
were widened the water cClrra.'1t was slower than farther down.

In the fall of lJlO my father and I had the pleasure to
see this shallow "crossing". We wer e in the v i Ll age Burd2.kivtzi
to have t~e cloth weaver make the homemade cloth in exchange
for custom work, plowLlg his g",r'.'len and in the o rchs.rd to be r'O,;idy
ior s:Jring. This cloth weaver lived on the 3ast side in the vil:'~:-e

Burdakivtzi not far from the river. I remember even now at :ny
age. 'se stayed overnight at the weavers house and in the early
sunny fall morti ng ve drove about two ;;:ilometers to the ::orth to
see for ourselves that shl1low river Zbrooch which saved the lives
of Demy anc buz s fa:~ily. "y father was familiar with t:1eir journey
because the story has been known an d reme:nbered "b~T Denc nuz •

I r-emenb e r , the old gray ha i r-ed narrator, who as a c owain

kept one c o vr on a long z-o p e and the cow ~~razed the grass in the
f'o ae a trer;ch along the r-oad , If:ny judgement and :ne'7',or" s e rv e
me correct that man I sage wa.s n ear ~~i:1ety y ears and .ie s po e
wi t hou t :-:esit3,tion, what "'.13.-: t~1e n i at.o ry of that 8:'82.10 T,ol river and
lowered banks. "A tall::'a:t:ta:t leader, long many c errtu r i e s in t',e
past wanted to conquer whole world, marched .ith his ar~y across our
coun-try. ~:ame to this :-i7er ":lith many slaves, l:l,Juag ae; and fine :'.:;irls
And the ,iver ~anks were steep, but no stones in the river ~an~s.

~e ordered his slaves to ~ake wooden spades ~'1d dig to lower the
river banks. Some of t~e dirt were pushed into the swift current
and water pushed the dirt farther down the rest of the dirt raised
the river bed and wi d en ed the river, as you see now. And his arDy
without difficulties crossed the Zbrooch river. The word zb,i~h

is mongolas word u s ed oy that gi'l.nt lead"T.
Tl1e old man c r-os s e.l himself and added, "that mongol giant lea~

his arrey u ade r the '1igh mountains, someo.l ao e i::;, the wes t and hs.s
met the God s ' pun.i shnsn t , because mcny slaves in this river lost

their lives from overwork ''illd hun,,:er and alaugh ter of Lnno c errt
Christians." The old. ,,:rand:'ather again crossed himself arid
me:::.ning as L1 ;Jrayer waved \,i th his hand ,"or us to go and Leav e him
alone.

:'ly f ',t:--,er ,,1:'0
tLn i sted his ?t"3.yer
to get a ~ic~ur~ of



father with his brother and families, in a wagon crossed that
shallow Zbrooch river into Austrian Ukraine.

On the way home we discussed the old man's story and I told
my father that story is related to Prof. Ivan Frank's writing.

It must be the Genghis Khan, the conqueror of Central Asia, who
in 1223 A.D. invaded ~urope and divided his army into three
divisions. The central division planned to cross the Carpatian
mountains through the pass called the TUHLA P:\.SS and the
Ukraini~1s mountainers called ~ootzuls destroyed whole central
~ongols army. I just mentioned this historical fact the
Ukrainians have saved the western ciVilization, and such facts
is overlooked by historians or ~rittaa in false manner. But
this is another SUbject. Lets go back to Demyanchuks' jouney.
The fact is that Demyan chtrka wer-e familiar wi til the main roads
leading to this shallow river bed n e.vr Village Zbrizh. They
also knew that on the Russian side there is a post or a few
saldats who watch their side that no ~ussians cross the boundary
into ~ustria and they have order to shoot them if too far to canch
them. Same reg~lations aDllied to ~ustrian gendarms. Only
Austri~~s had no desire to go to Russia. It was impossible
and d~,gerous for Russians or from Russian side to cross the lbrooch
river. The Demy&~chuks waited till after midnight and were just
lucky. The heavy fog during that fateful July night and soft
saocth riverbed helped our Demyanchuks to cross the river.
The heavy fog covered them from the obervations by the Russian
saldatts and soft smooth river0ed caused the horses to pull the
wagons qUietly across the river. Our travelling families were
glad when they reached the top of the western riverban~. The
sun's rays just began to spread the light over the earth. Our
fugitives looked down from the b~~k, noticed the fog atill
covering water in the river a~d t~ey felt free to inhale the
fresh morning's air. rUc~e.el took o-:f . is light cossacks cap
ill1d crossed himself and the others followed, in their hearts
thanked their Creator for -i e l pjiug them to escape the aa.Ld a t t s '
shells. ~ichael then started to around for the post or buildings
dhere Austrian gendarmes were stationed. Te .cnew t h a.t it was his
first duty to reoort ~nd ask for teillpoT~l p~r~i3sion to travel in
~ustria. He noticed on the south side three baildings s~rrounded

by oaz an ri poplar trees. .md in s ior-t ti:r>2 both wa~:~o~:? wer e
halted :oy the gc.J.rd.

r~L;hael reoorted trat -i e w.in t s to·'ee the eommanding o vf i c r r'

and while snakL,g h ands wit'1 tCle officer, his fingers held the
valuable papers - ~oney which the officer took and placed in his
side oocket. Michael now felt that he got the doors open. The
officer suggested that Michael go inside and the other ~embers

being tired may start to prepare breakfast and he would like to
taste the "Russian Cl1.ai". While the re,?ort being completed, our
selves we were busy set a fire and prepared breakfast and a real
treadfast as they 'dere under the nervous strain during thei r travel.
~ow they all relaxed and had a good aopetite. The young gendarm
suggested that their horses get some freshly cut green grass.
,vater has been boiled and large kettle of :mSSIA:; C::AI has been
prel)':tred. All the g endar-z s were enjoying the "CEAI" and the r-ye
bread with shashliki or cured meat. Michael's wife, Y:aria
suggested to her maid to go and invite the officer to their
breal:fast "Ii th "chain.
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The officer , after completing the preliminary report asked
Fiichael what are you planning to do in Austria? "We are the

farmers from the past and will remain agriculturists in the future.
He have enough money to purchase some land here,~~d start farming
again. From now on we will look for a larger field or a piece of
land, fertile, which will give us and our domestic animals food
and living".

The officer was fully satisfied and added this statement to
his report and suggested that the nearest couaty ju~ge lives in
the town Borschiv and t::ey should report to this judge and apply
for the legal citizen's documents as soon as possible. Michael
suggested and asked the officer for a duulicate report gIVIng reason
that they are two families. Michael, his wife Maria and two small
boys with two hired men and one maid as one family. But his brother
Wasil and his wife Anastazia, two hired men and a maid that is
another family. The officer thanked Michael for proper and le;al
suggestion and wrote a du~licate re~ort. He also suggested to
Michael t~at in the town Borschiv there is a l.~d titles office
and if the ~Tudge is the same which is k.rown to the officer, he will
be '·'il::"_~tl,g to as~·: h i o s ec r e t ar-v to ~eJ·p -<ichael in nurc:he.s:':1g ~2e

land.
"You know nov to satisfy both, jUdge and t'le secretary" aaf d

the officer with a smile and a wink. Nhich meant: Pay for the
service. Cfter breaKfast wit the tasty shashlyk and chai, the
officer drew t he pl.an on the pap er ShOWL'lg the roads through the
villages to the to'.m Borschiv. PoLnt ed the f r eai spring wat er ,
me~dow ~ith grass for the horses and suggested that they should
have a good rest during hot July day and next morning travel to see
the judge. Wished them all good luck, health and happiness in
Austria., and went to his duty. Next morning our Demyahchuks ,
after good nights rest and f~llwith hope for the bright future,
packed everything on their wagons for further journey and again
in their hearts than~ed their Creator for Eis help and gUid~~ce

and prayed for ~is blessing.
The boys on the hc r s eb ack Ll saddles started to Les.d the

journey party . ;'ichael ',lith Maria their two small boys who ',v"nted
to see the co~ntrr, 9ulled down the canvass covers and with the
"berest" or elm tree branches with large leaves, decor~ted their
wagon ~~d made shade from the hot sunrays later in the day. Wasil
and Anastazia with Doth maids hs~e covered their wagon snd enjoyed
their ride, esoecially the girls were ha~uy sinGing, giggling ~d

enjoying t'le :ra;vel:"ing. Our ~arty drove through the northern
part of the 7ill"c;e Boordakivtzi and on the wsst end tClr!'.ed towards
the villa;,e Gooshtin. Ps.ssed G-ooshtin and after trave:!.ling over
two ~ilometers, entersd Village Tzihani. ~ravelled through the
street Khalameyivka, from the north then gristed the wheat rye

barley ~,d corn into floQr. Between this mill and further West
a high water dam was built anc served as a highway road and a water
dax and on the right side ke?t the water in shape of a lake, just
for the use by the grist mill. 1he water has jeen flOWing from the
north west and thribugh the Village Lo s i uch and the creek has been
named Tzihanka, me.in i ng the Gi'Jsy woman. On the left side of this
mill and dam there was a oublic Jasture 'but there i'"",S no CTass and
our travellL;g p,,-r:y needed the :l c, 7 or grass for their 'corses.
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They wsr e driving to the II ko r chma" as we in Canada call
saloon. Jnly t:le ditference is that "kor-chma" has one part of the
building with rooms for uassengers and &cother ?art for horses
add it was in practice that drivers had their own feed for the horses

It just h appened th~t while our travelling "arty reached
korchma, the local village policem~~ with a sign of hms.authority
carrying 'l sort of a round badge at t c.ci ed to a belt and tightly
fit from the left shoulder across the body. Judging by the
appearance Michael Jemyanchuk asked this nolicemaQ for a help
and sug.res t ion , The ooLee eman willingly sug,:::ested and di r ec t ed
Michael to the place s~itable for their pJrpose.

"Dri ve acou t two kilo2",ters west outside 'Jf the v i Ll.age ,
oass the cemetery on the left a~d drive further on. You will
reach the Forest Triangle. Send the bo's on their horseback
ahead so they will find the prouer place before it is too dark to
locate the good level snot close to the spring water. They shall
pass the cemeter~ on their left and further down on their right
they shall notice residence and other buildings, where lives the
forest manager-guard. 1nd going down they shall find one narrow
road on their left fild lOOk for the s"ring water and a streamlet
le:;.din~ to the ".-les±:. That is the pLac e :or you ::BJi1ily 8..."1d your
horses. you may ~e able to have small fire to prepare your supper.
But don't keen the fire too big ~~d too long because it may at+ract

the guard and he doesn't au~rove on making fire on a hot day.
You understand? He is strict guard".

'/ichael pressed t'!e policeman's hand with one paper bill
money, with word,"Dyakuyoo!" The policeman suggested that it is
his duty to serve the travelling ?eonle in a stra,ge place, and
warned the boys when they reach the fork-roads which one leads to the
right to the next Village Losyach and keen on the left road that
is their proper way. The boys jumped on their horses and left
the village.

By the time our wagons reac~ed the trip~gle the boys have m~de

the plans where to place the .wBo.::,ms 8.,,'1d tents and vhere t:,e oor ses
shall graze the ~reen gr~ss. ~wo large tents for both faIilies 2~d

the small one for the girls. Phe fire has been ready to heaf and
boil t~e wat er for hot c aa.i , 3ver,;,thing \vent according to :;J12.Il.
The fire has been s?rinkled with water dS suggested oJ t~e policeman.

'"he horses were tied. to the long r oo ea , one end and to t .ie 1·[3.gon
wheels another end of the ropes. Bach team has been placed on
each side of the wagon. 3verything has been rechec~ed a,,~d the girls
stopped giggling a~d were sound aslee? The boys were digesting
their long d.ays travel and distance they have travelled.

In one 'te:,t t~lere was a lig''lt, a crude caricLe marle of t"e oe ee
wax ulaced on the ho~e made stool and illiminating the tent.
Ar-ound the lie;ht bo tr brothe,s Bond sisters were sitting and vo Lannf.ng
thei r future life in Aus t.r i.a. rUchael with his wife "ari a and
wasil with his wife Anastazia have been discussing their life's
pr-obLem , X"'-D ?I] ,LLY T ~EY .~G:.\3ED TJ CdAXG:: TE~IR :.f.~.:rs;

"?RO~·~ r:L':SZI:T N.::.:·~E JE~~Y :\1'1 CHill: TR3·· CLiA:·~'= ·;D T:·ISIR .. A.i113 TO JJ1-iCSTJK.

After sunset in the middle of JUly 1778 A.D. in this ..riangle
Losy ac.t Forest on the north Zhilintsi '<'orest on the dest an d
Tereziw Forest on the South close to the spring water the name

DEr·1CFIU, has its origin.
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The maid w~s out of humor beca~se last night she promised
to have breakfast ready before the boys wake up. She failed,
slept in. Mistress Demchuk noticed the embarassement on the
girl's face rushed to rescue the girl.

"It is very good for you to play j ok es with us. Three of
you have been looking for two axe or those wide axes, .. but two
of us had to le~d by the hands our little boys, think and select
what we need and carry the parcels to wagon. It seems to me that
we walked many kilometers and as we are smaller and have to make
many more steps tha~ you men, therefore no wonder we the weaker
sex are tired but we did not wish to admit to our weakness .... "

After breakfast our boys extinguished the fire, watered
the horses, har~eased Michael's team and hitched to the wagon
and jumped oon their horses. Michael on Maria~s suggestion
cut few branches with large leaves, placed them on the wagon
to keep the shade for their little boys.

Took the cap off and" in the name of Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, now we are going to our new home, and statt new life
in Austria!"

Travelling back to the Village Tzihani, the horses were
walking faster. It seemed to our travelling party th~t the animalE
had the feeling that they are going to their home.

Driving through the Village Tzihani, the curious peasants
have been asking our travelling party;why going back so sean?
The boys on horses, laughingly repli ed , "we are your neighbors
now and shall see you in your church some Sunday".

"Our boys have smart ideas in answering questions to stranger:
said Michael to his wife.

Our travelling narty rode through the Village and by the
saloon Michael stop oed off the wagon and sized the load and time
of the day and said aloud, "we have not much time today to go to
the grist mill to bUy the flour and we are loaded tOday as .it is.
Therefore, we shall leave flour problem till day after tomorrow.
In case I shall be too busy you boys will go to buy the flour
from the mill, yonder,". He Dointed on the builcing on the Bast
side of the artifial lake and the road built over the water darn.
Before the su~set, behind the Losyach forest Our Demchuks reached
their n ew home, oef'o r e the sundown over that Losyach forest on
the west. It seemed str~,ge to our boys that their horses have
turned onto the single farmers' road towards their new home,

and one of t'le horseriders remarked, " our horses must have the
feeling t~eir future h:Jme is i2 sight because I let the horse
lose just to see his reaction '~d he turned this way without
hesi t a'tLo a , If the horses can only talk they have reasoning•.. n

Here! You hold the horses while I will find the clean
place with a grass to cut for horses, before it is dark, to last
for whole night". :1e made a few steps and got i::to rye grass
almost as tallto reach the elbows. There was no reason to go
further, as Michael drove with his wagon onto the im~ginary

oLanned new yar-d , Everybody started to rush. One bay h aLp ed
to unhitch the horses and tie tlem to the wagon wheels,
while another boy wa~ cutting the grass for the horses. The
maid ~ii th small boys found some old last years I dry grass a .d
suggested to Mich~el to start the fire wit~ his ~wo small hard
S.tO::l8S, ep ec i a'i Ly xe ot to start the fire. On their way, the
maid found pieces of dry wood and picked them for to-nights
fire. She was a smart girl and knew enough to plan ahead.
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In order to save time the three men visited different hardware
stores. They were lucky because Michael found one axe in one
store while one of the boys found anotner axe in another store.
The third boy found the store with scythes and the rack attachment
to cut the standing grain, such as barley, rye and buckwheat.
They found the hammer - flattener, the steel square block on
which to flatten - sharryen the scythes, the scythe stone to
sharDen the scythes and axes and other instruments needed to
build the bUildings, especially drillers to drill the holes
in the timbers and driVEo t,le wo od en p ega (''ie use nails now).
Everything has been placed on both sides of the wagon. When
Maria with her maid brought her supplies the m~id asked Michael
to buy another wagon. ~Uchael smiled and said, "we shall pack
everything and make enough room for you to sit on top".
3verythin5 has been packed but the maid said with her sad
expression on her face, to i1aria tiat "..e have fDrgotten some
thing and we can I t live without it". While :'aria has been sizing
U;.J everything, Mich2.el smilingly said," "e did not forget but t'1e
wagon had no more room so we shall buy the flour in our local
Erist mill in the village". Thus the maid's fear has been settled.

lihen everythin,g was packed and tied on the wagon, it was
close to sunset. Michael had his plan, but he always had the
habit to ask for the opinion of otrer-s , what should t~ley do no .. ?
"ile should drive out od town and stay overnight near thesame
place where we camped last night," said on of the boys.
"Today we dont have to "orry about the grass for horses b ecau s e
we have scythes and we shall cut plenty of grass for the horses
to feed overnight and we shall not tie the horses' front feet,
lli1d I will cutt rylenty of grass to m~ke a real bed for all of
us", s~_d another boy. ~ichael smiliigly said," our minds are
working in unisnn, because I had the S8.!Jle nlan". It ''/3,S almost
sunset, our travelling party r each ed the same spot under the
young bluff - bush. The women ..ere nrenaring supper , one boy
cut t ne grass, '''-ichael tOOI: t'le harness off all horses and the
other boy carried the grass for horses and bedding. One tent
for ~aster's family. rhe maid sugges"ed that she will sleen
in the s~me tent on t~e green cut grass, because too much sitra
work "ith her tent. There is no sign of rain, so the boys made
their bed under the wagon. All the chores done and li"e one
family they enjoy.ed their meal. Following the supuer ~ichael

again kneeled and the others fmllowed and all Dravad-and thanked
the Creator - God of His help today. The hors82" were tied to the
wagon wheels, no Wind. Blessed J~ly's night on t~e Jkrainian
warm soil, helped our travelling party to sleep.

The boys agreed to get UD in the early morning before
rising sun, and so it hao nened, They just had a short f'ew hour
nap and qUietly got up , pushed the grass from under the wagon,
so the harGes c~~ eat, took t~e pail for wster and went quietly

to the creek, washed their faces in t~e fresh water and carrying
water thanked their Sreator for ITis Will that they sle:1t soundly
'lild ;ot UD healthy. Set the small fire and when the water started
to boil, the-.- b egan to whistle .... and s t ar-t e c to sing the ukrainian
historical GOssacks song: On the hill the harvesters cutting the
grain with their cickles and under the hill, the green hill,
c o s s ack s are :-r;archi:i.g "
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As it was perhaps few hours before sundown, the boys
galloped on their horses to look for the place to set the
tents arid rest overnig"t. Right under the bluff - bush there
was a streamlet-creek and water flowing towards town Borschiw
and our boys decided to rest overnight, as it would be safer
here than going into s t r ang e town and strange peo pl.e , I'he boys
agreed between tnem to guard everything , one should sleep
until midnight and another 2xter midnight.

By the time Mich~el and his family arrived everything
has been planned "oj' the horse 03.C': riders to the family's
satisfaction. All but one gnard enjoyed their nights rest and
sleep.

Ne:d day before noon our Demyanchuks with their small
illid big boys and maid found the of~ice of County Jucge and
aft er usual ceremo::li es and tlei r signatures in the Auet r i an
legal records their names have been recorded legally as Demchuk,
"'ichael, Mari3. and their two SO:-lS. The hired two bovs and
~aid did not change their names. The curious JUdge as:ed
Nichael t'Je reason in ch a.igLng his name? "It is easier to
Dronounce,"explained ~ichael. ~ichael paid to the JUdge
legal fees ::or the recordings and Auat r-t a-i Citizens ='ocuments
and wi t~l "Thank yauYour Honor!" e7.tended his hand in ';!hich
there was a golden coin , "Ii th whd sp er- said, "this is for you
for good memory!" The Judge looked over the uresent, -placed
it in his vest pocket and asked Michael if he needs any other
help. Michael ex-plained, to the JUdge that he is a farmer
and would like to find out who owns the land on the west side
of village Tzihani, as we have already described; 40 canadian
acres so,m with spring rye and a soring water.
The JUdge asked his secretary to lead Michael'a family to the
Land Tit:es office and where every parcel of land in every
Village is recorded with dlts owner. f.iichael also handed "a
tii)" to this secretary who gladly explained all -the legal
uroble=s to Vichael regarding the land deals in Austria.

Before noon hour, our Demchuks were t~e owners of 40
acres of land wi t h the r-Lp en i ng rv e on tne west side f r o:a the
village TZihani, and 5.l tho:.tgh our new Au s t r i an ci tise~,s.
Demchu~s felt em~ness in their stomacks like on Good ~rid~y's

lent, h avi ug ear-Ly "breJ_~( ast and 'vi t 'j the mental s t r at n . h av e
been far, etting aoout t:'1eir food. Yet, they all wer e glad
that everything werrt with their wishes and plan. SitU"g
011 their 1'iagJTI arid tasting "new Austrian luxuries" wfuth their
chai - t e s tney all have been corrt emol at t ng and fiGuring .rh a.t
they need t o s t ar t 0(, tieir n ew farm conc er-ni ng the needed
articles to 'ou i Ld nou se , stables 'L.'1d g r an er-r J:1 their
vacant ho:ne l~~d. ~aria with her maid, also haue been
e s t i.ma'tLig '~he qU8.11.ti ty of food they shall need to last t hetn
for an Lon.: ..s po as i bLe , '~hey have to save their time
because they have to construct the bUildings before the
o nco i.i.ng chilly fall Se'l.80'1 and to cut their 40 ac r e s of
that almost r i n en ed r-r e 'lfith their scythes. There may be
some articles that they can buy in the Village stores, but
they .:ere not f amf Li ar- ',lith 8.ll7t'ling in the village. The
hardes t ;3...1'1d most wo r-r-y Li , items they needed ve r e axe s , :':hey
::iFe time S3.vin:; 9:_d best to hew the logs- timbers for the
bu i Ld.i n.js built from the squared ~ogs.
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"But who owns it?" "\{here to find the owner?" said his '.dfe
" ar-La , 'II ell , so far we have been f'nr-tuna't e , let us hli>pe that
we lYill be lucky in finding the owner and purchasing this rich
parcel of land, aaid r'lichael. ilhereas, the hot sun has been
reaching the hignest point in the sky. Maria with the maid
pr epa.r-ed cold dinner and instead of drinking" chai" (tea) they
preferred cold spring water for a change. Being preoccupied
with the problem of t~is parcel of 1~1d our family have fotgotten
that their main object today was to go to the county town
Borschiw, to see the county JudGe and get the Austrian pa~ers.

That road has not been familiar but the ho r s e s had to be fed
properly.

'tlnen everything has been pae iced again and ready for further
travel and the girls fil~ed the cont~iner With cold spring water.
Yichael again put his cap aside and kneeling bowed his head and
in a praying 2lli,ner in a low voice thankec the AlmightJ Cre~tor

for every helD, In our step we qre receivinG froill our God.
There::"or »e are charrk:"p:l to Y:.lU A;:'~lIGHTY GOD AND G:'O:lIFY YOUR
IiI AN ";, FOR 1iV3R, AJ"V!E£T.

~he first boy W',O notieed this r-oad said solemnly, "t1is
shall oe our horne, you will see because I feel in my heart."

Finally our family r eacbed t:le main road leading to the
village Tzihani. They ~ll turned their heads and looked in the
direction to the spring and place where t:ley enjoyed their noon
rest. Now with hOne they passed the cemete~ on their right and
further dO~l the saloon where they received diEections from the
village constable. The small boys pointed mot the tall poplar
tree to t:leir mother. They passed the village offic e and right
0:'1 the corner to t':e South there was a Greek Catholic church,
built of hew~ square timbers. Further there was the ministers
residence a2d bu~:din5s. ~he ~inister has been a m~rried illili~

and managed his domestic ecomomy. ?urther u~ there was ~ old
cemetery, on their left adjacent to the tall fence, made of tie
strong 70u~g ¥illows serving and covering the garden and further
dovm the granaries, b~rns and residence ownei by Count ]iletz~i

because the count's main residence has been in the village
Bilche. The residence has been occuDied by COU2t's manager
':Ii th a number- of servants. Drivi:J.';; down 0:1 their right they
noticed great ,:any acres covered wi t,l di=ferent kinds of grain.
On their left t,ere was a street and on both sides were houses
occuo.i ed by the families, whose fathers - hu ab ands were
employed by the count of Bilche. These hired men worked for the
Count 3iletzki, looking ~fter the horses ~nd worked with the
h or s e s du r i ng the day time an d slent in their houses du r-In >

nights. ~heir wives had allotted g~rdens around the dwellings.
Going further south they have noticed on the left side of

their highway towards to~m Borschiv an old forest encircling
Village Tzihlli'li on the south east. It has b e en the pr-o per tv
of another I'olish count '::oluchovlski, vho also has been the owner
of many great parcels of cultivated land and forests, from the
town 3kala to the 'Jorth as far3.s the tOi'm Iiusyatin.,ie shall
write about him in another chapter.

Our tra-velli:lg D,,,-rty passed this forest ah ead of their
wav on the :'i"'1t si.'e a voung bluff and a me:3.GJ',.:la'.' "nd further
do~.;n abou t tw; bIometer'S, 0; the hiq:her level theY"lOticed many
b.lildi.:lg3 and t;18,Y co n eLd er ec it "vas t~le town Borschiw.
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~asil had to see the county Judge in order to obtain the
.•ustrian Ci ti zeua <a.o er-s to be able to 11 ve 3.11d travel in
vus t r-t a, legally. 'fie b eLdev e that Wasil -'e!TIyanchuk - c'emchuk

\\'i th his wife An aa t az i a , one 3aid~"l<j tr-o boys' hLr-ed ) after
this historical ererrt in this triangle ~et':leen the Losyach
Zhilintzi - Terezia forest, on the west side of the village
Tzihani, on the bright hot July d~ in the year 1778 A.D.
have parted with his older brother Michael and his wife Maria
their two small sons, one maid alld two hired boys. And we
know that Wasil's only road to the county town Horodenka
has been stretching b: r the village Zhelintzi.

lie, only ima;ine that \'1::3.sil Demyanchuk - Demchuk
received his Austrian Citizens Da~ers from the county Judge
in Horodenka and travelled further West looking for a large
portion of land, and the main re~son might have been t~at

Wasil was unable to buy the 1&1£1, because further west the
population has been more crowded and the Illld has not been
for sale, especially for strangers. Therefore our party
might have been travelling from place to place in hope to bUy
the land and in their worries overlooked the distance they
have gone from Horodenka. Another reason may be that uucer the
CarDation ~ou~tains the DeoDle felt more free from the ooression
of Polish lords and Wasil living on the ITkrainian steppes
(prairies) has inherited the manners which Ukrainian Hootzools
(mountaineers) also, had in their veins. It is only our
supposition.

\11 we know that ~.round the town Ko Lcmya , Stanislaw and
Stry there has been great m&1Y Demchuks. :le in Cariad a have
met several old Demchuks and discussed this question: "the
origin of Demchuks"., and especially one "ikhai1 Demchuk who
was born near Kolomya, under the Carpatian mountains and
farmed near Ethelbert in Manitoba, has the same conviction:
lI~bout two brothers who left the wealth in Russia and fled to
seek the freedom in Austria . . . . "

Hhereas this question of whereabouts Wasil Demchuk
originally settled is not historically ~roven, we would suggest
to the younger Demchuks whose psrerrt s came to Canada, to try
to investigate where the first Jemchuks originally settled.
If there aref=ili es in Kolomya - StaniiElaw there I'lay be
some records in land titles office or churches, All we need
is to take interest in this question.

12HZ MICrL~3:L ,C1.2'TD ~'1ARIA DE~t1Y_~:rCEUK * DEj-,TCHm: RERTIAGE.
After Wasil Demyanchuk - Demchuk departure to the west,

Michael Demchuk with his fami~y and hel~ers and un~leas~~t

feelings in their hearts on the eventful hot July's day in the
year 1778 1l..D. the hired boys on their horses and ~'ichael and
Maria both small sons 8J.'1d maid on the wagon "lSi T~B ;.TAr: '!) OF
GOD!" started for the town Borschiv, as the Austr-Lan gendarm
suggested to the Austri.an Citizens PaDers, from the County
Judge, in order to be free to travel. They have started on the
same road going back to the East and drive through the Village
Tzihani and turn South to t:le County town Borschiv. They left
that forest triangle where they stayed overnightarrd where they
~lanned their future and changed t~eir name frow Demyanch~k

to Demchuk. Travelling to the higher level the horses were
passing slower and our- travelling ?arty clad a ohanc e to cla ssify
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different kinds of trees growing in the Losyacg forest on their
left. They have noticed larEe oa~ trees, hornbearns, mad~s a~d

white uoplars, pincherries, canberries ~~d wild plum trees were
not just ripe enough to eat . "hen tlley r-eac a ad the end and V
co r-n er of the Lo ayach forest, they have no t. c ed the reside~ti'3.l

bUildings, livi~g qu~rters of the forest ranger and manager of
the Losyach forest. The buildings were built with the he~n

and squared oak logs. The walls about t~o meters high. The
yard and garden were surrounded wit, nicely trimmed pine trees.
The yard wi1:h garden wer e exceptionally clean. "It is stran.:;e
that I have not noticed this Beautiful garden with such a
lovely f Lowens with mixed aroma." Said Maria turning to her

hu sb and and po i rrt Lng her fin,;er at the large peonies. "';Ie are
looking for that Forest Trian:;le, wh i cu the village policeman
suggested to look for a~d hence the reason we have oYerlooked
e'ierything else," replied Nichael looking for the place they
have their tents py the water suring. Trymng to get that
historical place into his vision and mental memary , "Just look
to your right in South-East direction! Now is the beautiful
panorama, an ideal picture for ~~ artist to paint the ~~rainian

fields with the ripening grain, remarked the"maid. Indeed that
was the beautiful view. About the lenght of one kilometer, the
fields were sloping downwards and further to the south across the
one way road, towards the Terezya forest the sloping of the
land and fields were rising. It looked like a quilt from a
distant, because the parcels of peasants' land about two acres
each Darcel has been covered with a different kind of grain,
such as spring wheat, barley, rye a~d buckwheat. (THE PEASANT
FAm::i5RS) have been liVing in the Village and worked their land
in this manner .•..•.• and although the horses started to walk
faster now because the road has been level, our travelling
party have been so a t t r-ac t ed "oy the n.a'tur al, pano r aza and July I s
suns rays that they have forgotten their surroundings.

Tne boys on tQeiE horses left our wagon behind and about
Ilve hundred yards from the forest rangers buildings they have
noticed a narrow, one way farmers road leading to the left. The
boys were curious and asked their horses to gallop. About four
hundred yards thEy had to stop ~s they noticed a small streamlet
and water f'Lo vfng from the ~Iest. Stanilil'-g on their horses and
looking around the boys noticed that across the small creek
there has been a spring water. The boys in their loud voice

and a sign with t!1eir hands asked Vic:Jael to drive down, and
jumped off their horses, dr&ik the crystal clear and ice cold
water. ~Uchael on his wag.m droue down with his wife, small
boys and :;;aid. "Thi s p.l.uce shall be OIU home," exclaimed the maid
and boys. "Yes" said "'ichael, but tell me who owns this land?
It is a qu as t Lon? ~lichael with the boys climbed on t'1e wagon
a.id looked around to: examf ns t e size of that field. On
t~e West from the Forest rangers· bUildings to the north, along
slde the Losyach forest to the creek, in which the water h~s
:leen, flo:"ing tJ the east and e,:n-cying into the artificial lake
an t?e v i Ll.age and along this single far:;;er's road t oe fie::'d
has oeen covered with spring rye, which means that all the
parcel of land belon~ed to one owner ~id there mi~ht have been
20 or aaproxLmat e.Ly 40 c anadisn acres. b

"This is not as mlch as we"le~t in our Yaskorunya, but for the
s t ur t i t sh~-3.11 be enough ;." said !:ic::9.el.
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There and that night the both brothers and with their wives
in a friendly manner and with family feelings have divided
equally all their worldly possessions, money, horses, wagons
and household wares whatever they had on their wagons, because
neither brothers Demyanchuks nor sisters Yakowliw had selfish
and sreedy desires. There has been traditional custom that the
oldest brother in Demyanchuk family has been known as a guardian
and custdian of all the documents covering the land which they
have left near the town Yaskorunnya. As Michael was the oldest
of the two brothers therefore ¥ichael took all the documents
ftor safekeeping. Of course both families looked over all the
documents and agreed unanimously. They agreed that ~ichael

should live close to the boundary and in case of political
change in Russia he whould try to repasses their land near

Yaskorunya. But for their families safety both families shall
live a~art at some distance. It was also understood that both
families shall have dependable messenger and inform the familiies
at least once a year about their living conditions. ~aria

suggested and t n s t s t ed that her -p.a..1"ents, ,Uex"mder and Rat:1erine
Yakowliw who also resided near TasKorunya be informed with every
thing. We have no idea how they were in~or~ed. But we are
certain that Ale~a:1der Yakowliw with his wife and three sons
Theodor, Danyio, and Vikhail have moved into Auatria. Alexander's
broth er remained in Yaskorunya. (Paul)

Next morning after breakL:.st'ichael Demyal1chuk - Demchuk
invited all boys and girls mnto his tent and sugsested that
they be seated and listen carefully to his ,lan and information

as to their future. First thing he informed the boys and girls
that tiey have had meeting last ni,{1t 9..11<3. decided to ciange
their n am es from Dernyanchu;;: to Demchuk, am d from nOI'! on both
brothers' name is Demchuk and in any s,ies or cillybody inquires
about their pr03er name the boys and ~iEls know only Dewchuks
family. ~he spcond Doint is t~~t both boys :~d girls ~re free
to do wi t.h themselv·.s w'1atsver the" ',dsh, t':.ey are Tree. If t"ley
wi ah they =.ay wJr~-: for le!llchuks aud get 3. fi ":e": salary or Lo ik
for 2..notn er em'jlJy::ent. ~he ooy s an.' girls hav e agreed to live
and wor-k toget:"s:r ~~or -:;o-.h fa:::ili es as t~i::Y h ··,yc?: s t arraed wn an
:eft Yaskoru~va. The Marias! maid ~it'1 her -ea~s, said t~at she
considers both "'ichael and i~aria as her narents because she feels
that all the servants heve been treated by Demyanchuks like equal
in Yaskorunya, and she believes that in the future shall be no
change. "Amen!" said the boys and girls solemnly.
r~IC::.:i.EL'3 ?RAY3R AXD F·\RE;I~·ELL -1"iISEIES.

When everything was packed on the wagons ~~d ready to den art
Yichael too~ off the light cossacks fur cap and crossed himself
and the other men done the same thi~g. Women also crossed the~

selves. "In the name of Fat:"ler, Son, and HoLy Spirit. Amen!"
!,'lichael in a solemn feeling and voice like he was talking

to himself, "Oh Thou bright sun! In the beginning of universal
life on this world and heaven, the Creato-God, Wisdom, love

goodness, .Ius t Lc e , The almight;jT spirit giving the origin to all
the life, appointed you 0 3right Sun to be tne queen upon all the
stars, moon and the earth. And the almi.;hty :::rec"tor empowered
you SUll to create tie energy and to all life in our visible
and invisible un i vers e : The numan , the fis~l in ·l'lgter, anLma'l s ,
the birds, the trees an d the oLan t s growing b. ;'lsc

'
:er and on dry

soil.
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~o you 0, ~ot Sun the Creator placed command to have your
road and direct all heavenly bodies to follow your waYs. Our
human reasoning is unable to answer the simple question: Where

is the origin - beGinning of everything on this world and in
the universe? Who planned and created the rOads for all the
heavenly bodies? There is nobody who can answer these

questions, and therefore we have to agree with the fact that
there was SUP3R H[IT-:AN CR3AT.JR ;CO CREAnD T,;E ORI::IN OF 3VER~"T2:EG

IN T:J:E U;·'IV:;RSE. "Now to you my dearest! I believe that when a
human being is born into this world, its fate is allotted to that
born baby by our Creat:Jr (: ,lTpER HTT'AN) The same Creator who gave
the origin to everything in our universe. The same Cre~tor who
planned the roads to all the Heave21y Bodies which we can see.
Therefore we h~ve to agree that our present difficult sitaation
is assigned :\Jy our Super RUBan Creator. In a fe.'1 minutes we shall
depart into un.cncwn destinations. If it is ~od'si/ill that we
shall meet together and return to ou r father I s home ne~,r Yaaho runy a ,
then sooner or later we shall reunite. But if it is the .Jill
of our Creator to stay froQ our ?ather's home- please remember

our fate - assignment has been allotted to us by our Creator for
some of His purpose.

I am the oldest now of Demyanchuk - Demchuk family and I
consider it is my duty to direct you and suggest to you and
your future descendfu~ts, my friendly order - command: Wherever
yOU or your offspring shall live be you rich or poor, remember
your family's name and origin of your ancestors. It is true that
we have changed our family name but it is only temporary. When
v e return to our father I S nom e we shall announce to the world
that we had to save our lives. ~ove your own and respect others
Do not try to be deceitful nor greedy. You shall not take your
wealth into the grave with you. Try to live moderately and set the
example from y::;urselves. :=1e;nember you shall not be Loved but you
will be res?ected. 3ecause with your cle2r concience you always
will be able to loo~ strai~ht into the e~es of your worst enemies
with a smile. I am closing my frie~dly suggestion ~~d order ~~d I
wish ~lOU arid yo~r f1.1ture dec c en dan ts very best of success, Health
.",nd Haap iness.

~ichael finished his s:Jeec~ and two Dure tears ca~e out from
his heart and eyes. Ris human emotions, in a few seconds have
been controlled. ~he last ~o~ents before departure of both f~ili2s

a rid the s er-van t s were heart s ob bLng and crying, especially the
both sisters. Michael with raised voice said, "If it is ~he

Creators 'ilill ve -Nill :neet in Yaskorunya!" God B'I.es s You :',.1l."

f.ASIL'S FiMILY MOV~D FI~3T IN w3STER~ JI~JC~IJN.

Thus, tiasil helped his wife ,~astazia and girl maid to climb
on the wagon and the !Joys have bee" 0,1 their horses, and .vasil
doffed hi s straw hat and standing, in a loud voice said," Goad-bye,
Pa.r-eweLl. ;ny brother, sister in law with your two sons and you.

young girl and you boys and May God Bless you in your life~

Anastazia'a eyes were filled ~ith tears. Maria also crying
said: ":',X,)2:J"T 'A! Tiemeinber our family, Ya:"::o;Tliw in ifaskoru'lya!
and don't f'o r-r-et to let us know about your home!"

\'iasil ga~-': a sign an d oo t h boys on t'leir ho r s eaack started
to Glove to tl1e west .... «e only Lmagi ne that vlasil's plan vas to ';;0

bv the vill~e Zhilintzi -md to':nr"S cau'-,t'! t own Horo-len).-'" . -.. -- , ".... - .,;. _~ ..;;L, wnor s
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Maria found her small nail ~ith iron handles and sent the
small boys to the ,'later spring and have eup oer with their
chai - tea. She did not cook anything this time because
~aria purc~ased some luxuries in town just for emergency.
She considered herself as mistress of the house, had to plan
in order to satisfy everyone, and when they finished eating
Maria suggested that after the strenuous day, they all shall
relax and tommorrow being Sunday they may sleen as long as
they wish. The horses are tired and need rest and you boys
are tired so your going to the church tommorrow is out of the
question. If you start to walk it will take you a good one hour.
Standing in the church duting vwo hours service and walking
home another hour, would be too much for you. Later on we will
go toge~her ~~d will surprize all the congregation. ~herefore

tommorrow we will h3ve late dinner and ~amily prayer, here in
the open mn our new land.

Michael and boys were discussing additional details
regarding the places of the exact location of the house, stable
and granary and asked the boys 'suggestions from the practical
standpoint. Whereas the wind has been blowing from the so~th 
west direction therefore it was proper to build all stables
and other bui.Ld i ng s for an i ina.le on the east side from the 'louse
in order to have fresh air in the house and water spring shall
always be clean. The water soring shall be between the house
on the west side and stabels on the east side of water well.
The maid suggested that the well should be close to the house,
because she will be carryin~ water to the house. The boy
suggested that they shall install the pipes to have the water
cistern. f·~ic!'.ael said t'lat he had the water problem in view
because in a few v aar s t~e maid shall get married and ~Iaria shall
be carrying water. It begall to be dar~, and as tommorrow is
Bunday therefore 0 lr frie-,dly f am i Ly enjoyed t'1e evening iT!
JUly's fresh air, no flies, no mOE'~uitoes, no wi:ld, 0:11y
calm Ukrainian night.

The nat d started to :I::i~·i:1 and small boys were souid 8s1ee-:""J
on the freshly cut green wi t1 aroma, 'crass therefore ~Echael

knelt on his knees and crossed hi~self and the others =ollowed
hi.:; and 211 e t atrt eo to pray. lI'ichael began ,<lit,: words, "we all
here pr eserrt , from our hearts th8.IL you .u.r Creator, for .D.l
your help '.hic'1 we received in au!'! prcb l ems so far and we
humbly pray Thee Our Father, grant us your Blessings in our
pLans , wo rk , health and weather in the future .... "

Maria, weeping dried her eyes started to lament; "I wonder
where is wy sister Anastazia, now. Why did we not keep together,
We were very fortunate and received even better than we -,Jlanned.
I am fully s.'1.tisfied, but I don't know what luck you have'?
\'Ihy our fortune di v i ded us and what kind of home you have? ..•... "
~!ichael or-esaed her and started to comfort her . "Such are our
roads, allotted to us by rour Creator. I said to you all that
it may be Creator's nlan that we go ap~rt. We don't know. Try
to sing Ukrainian old song: 30 t ak daw, Bo tak treba boola."
meaning; Such was God's order, because it was necessary to
be so." It qui etened ~:aria's sorrow ::.nd she went t:J bed, but
she could not go to sleen. She has 'Jeen digesting f,1ichael' s ,..T2.1

and his be.Lief in human's life. Finally she c am e to c oncLus i on
~s he said in the morni2g on their de~arture that every hLlm'L~

being's des t inv is gra~::ted tJ n i m or :1.er as SOOD 28 he or she is
oo r-n .



She b egan to realize that sh e is ]Uc"l3.el' s wife, mo th e r of hiD
small bDys, ~istress Df the family and household. She has tD
give examDle as wife, CDD~ and meffiber Df the Ukrainian nation,
born and raised in Ukraine. She fully realized nDW her hus8and
had no choice tJ leave the OIealth in Yaskorunya and t o settle
from the enemies and seek another place to settle and li,e with
her in Austria, Dr maybe it is Creators' hill and plan to do what
has been dDne, SD far and wit~ much a conceptiDn ~aria went tD sleery.

Next day Maria felt mentally a different woman. With her
maid she discussed everything about their futnre needs. They
needed tWD milking cows, some chicke~s, and geese. The garden
and flDwers it was too late in the season SD they left it until
the spring. The main worry is the house. The sheep, hogs, a~d

bees she left to her husband's worry. NDW she sees that the bDyS
have plenty of work tD dD SD she didn't want to ~ention anvthing
to Michael .• ~ot until the hDuse is finished.

During next week "ichael with hi s b oy s were busy ',Ii th cutting
and hauling the logs for the ho u s e and s tab Le with g ranarv .
Michael went tD the forestry r~ger and explained the situation
and asked the ran;er a sryecial favour tD sell him the the
bUilding material in the Losyach fDrest. The re~uest has been
apprDved ~,d the ranY,er took them to an oak bluff with medium
th:Lcimess and straight oaks. .Ie directed them to cut the trees
on level with the grDund and chips with br&lChes must be clexled
away. They cDunted all the trees, Michael paid for them and they
began to cut at once. Michael's field has been close by, bQt the
deep fossa between forest and fi eLd made Lmno ssible tr·1:1s'Jertation.
There:ore, they had tD travel the dista~ce of two ~ilDmeters and
thrO!lgh the forester I s v ard •• bu t the r an.ce r sugges t ed to t~!.e

boys to use his wagDn and they had their o,~ extra team. Thus,
the hauling ~roble~ had no difficult7. The boys were young ~d

willing an d wi t:l those axes en jo v ed the s qu ar-t ng timbers.
"::'he tVIO y ard s high walls f'o r t"e house were conc t ruc t e d

in a f ew c1c.--s. Even Maria -;,'i th her maid h e I o ed to get the bark

off the trees. The bo y s were w:Jrrc.'ing about t':le ro::Jf, but the'! Ireffj;
this ~u3z1ing pro~lem to chief co~str;lctDr ?ichael. ;~~o~~ the oak
trees in the bl'.lf: t:ley cut one thick el:L tree. It has b e en
straight, no prJblem in s~lit ing like the shin~les. lut it was
only Dne tree, not enough to CDver the whDle rDof. ~ichael has
been prepared for this -ir-ob i em, ,ce co .e t ruc t ed ~Drt8.ble mi.Ll ,
A scaffold has oe en attached to one will. me man 01 to] pu L'l t ng the
rin-saw U0 sld ~nother boy pulling tne rip-saw dO'4TI.

Now, let us briefly e~'Jlain t~ our yOUlg Demchuks bDrn in
Canaja ;10W r·~icilfiel wi til :lis boys co v ered the roof on 'lis bu i Ld Lncs ,

':'he wal.Ls ",',''=":::e six feet high, n ear' the wal.Ls , the !Joys
s qu a r ed with t',eir adz - axes a great m-an. Lo g s , ready t o ri,? them
into the planks, ':li]proximately t··IO i:lc' es thick. They placed =.
few squared logs across the buildings just like ceilling beams
and underneath a sort of a beam and nrD,?S to support the beam
against the weight on top. Now to get the s~uared logs on tDP,

they placed tWD smooth logs, one end in the ground and anotier
end on top of the wall in a slant way (uuwards). This end Df the
log had to be fastened oa to~, SD it can't move. Then a lon~ ro~e on
one end of tile e qu ar ed logs, thrown over t",e wa.ll and same ';:13.;' on
the o t.h e r end of the log, each end has b e eri :nlled 0'1 the ao r s e
slowly and evenly on tDp of that scaffold.



When the horse~, after a few trials were tr~ined to ~ull their
end onto t~e top and over the wall, everything went smoothly
and no hard work for the men. The boys admired ~ichael's skill
and judgement in such problems. Michael knew from old Ukrainians
who were slaves in Tur~ish army. The 2urks have built many stone
fortresses on Ukrainian land and used similar methods but not
with horses, the slaves had to push the weight. The planks were
ready and enough for all the ~lanned bUildings, the roof was eas~

to erect. The slope of the roof has been low. Enough to let the
rain water run off the roof. The planks were ~laced dOw~wards

and two tiers in order to keep the roof dry and to fit closely
to planks. The boys drilled a hole on each end of the Dlank and
used the wooden negs, just like we use the nails now. On top of
the roof the apex Michael suggested to the boys to ~lace two
boards in a shape of trough to keep the rain water, in order to
cover the nlanks ends.

we wiil add Michael's invention of anplication how to
~revent these logs from rotting in our story Part one.
"OUd 'TISIT IN TH-el Y2AR 1910".

The above information we have gathered from both dasil and
?edor and raul Demchuk, the three brothers ~ld we are thankful
to our ~reator - God for keeping us alive ill1d writing- describing
the origin of LE'·Y.',.;~C3jK - ;},,:r'1CliJK FiIJ"'ELY. Our only regret is the.t
we are unable to trace the original pl~ce where another crother
Jasil with his ~fe Anastazia,the younger brother and younger
sister, have found theiE ~lace. We believe it was under the
Catpation mountains but the eAact location wasn't ~nown.

It was on fine SU'ld:cy """ter dinner, mi d.iLe of 2onth',.ugust
1910 my father ?aul, my sten-mother and myself, on ordinary
peasant wagon have travelled over the s~e road, the same water
dam by the s~~e grist sile over which our Demyanc~uk - De'TIchuk
brothers with their families travelled in the middle of JulV in
the year 1778. O~ly the different pyc~ologic~l feeling. They
were travelling under the strain and SUSDence. de were tr~velli~G

without any worries .ith )ls2sure to visit out close rel~tive

Mikhail Demchuk ~:l''t his f am i Ly s i t..rat cd an d well settled on tle
land in home o,ilt by his fore father Michael Demyanchuk - Demchuk.
It seems s t r ans;e to me, now that ",;e have been travelling from the
highway to the yard, ove r oneway nar-r-ow road. At 'ny present age
I ask myself : ~hy is it that so~e families lli1d nat~ons haJe
characteri sti cs in kee-'ing tleir forefathers' tradi tions, customs
2.'1.] respect for their oa s t . I have Li view this narrow r-o ad ,
,;hen ve were lea""in,~; stry !·1ikhail' s pLac e that evening I asked
stry [·:ikhail why that road is so narrow, as in case two wagons
passing by, will not be ab Le to go by and the drivers wouLd have to
drive over the grai n and spoil some grain, as the horses will
tramp over it. Stry Mikhail smiled lliId ffilswered seriously,
"It is a good question from young boy, '3lld I shall have two
answers for you, he said. First answer is: we need two yards
of land 811 the way ~'l.d that two yards she-II produce a few bags
of grain, which em1 be used to feed our domestic animals, pigs
or ch i ck en s . It means 3. fe':! Au s t r-I an rvnskj (read~an2,dian doLls r s i ,
an d ta::':e for eX2.l!l'Jle t en ye2rs SLlCn a w'aste amourrt s to a aaal.L
oi Le of money.
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We don't have heavy traffic over this road do not need it to be
wider. That is one answer, and another answer to the same question
is ; our fiESt Michael Demyanchuk, his family With boys found this
road to the spring, used it and his sons used it in the past over
130 years and it was good and satisfactory for them, therefore I
consider that at this time it is good for me an d my children".
Now I consider that stry Mikhail's yhilosophy has been 'uroryer,
from the econo=ical and family stand point. My father raised
his family in a manner satisfactory to t~e society of his nation,
theref~re, I did the same with my family ~d I am proud With my
children ~d gr&~dchildren and I hope they will prove to be good
citizens and eX~~Dle in our society.

visi t,r 2

Je drove into the yard and first thing I have noticed two
large dogs tied on tie chains beside the doghouse. The dogs were
jumping ~,d barking at us str~l~ers.

stry Mikhail C'~e out from tje house and greeted us with
cordial sm i Le . .is I remember hi s face now, I have his picture
resembling to t:1e English lords; thick beard, side burns , 2.-'1:l

long ITkrainian cossac~s moustache and long aiDe which he smoked
and holding with his left haad while shakinG our nands in greetings.
(Duri~g all my life in Canada when I looked on a package o~

tobacco, c our-s e cu t and called Old '-:hu!!l, I always had a oicture
of my stry "iikhail.) It r-es e.bLed hi13 :iac£ag.e. He see:ned to
reach his seventy years age., ~ell built like Ukrai~ian cossack
+l"itn authority. He walked erectly arid sooke rather eLowLy , but
his manners in sleech carried the wei~ht in every sentence.

Follo\'l:L~!.g s t rv !!likhail CaI1e out a rather middle a_sed~l:Jna

man and greeted us with a smile, This is our Franko, your cousi~

Paul," said stry Nikiiail. After the greetings and", few words,
Franko excused himself and left. "All the cows came home for
their no on portion of chop, but Ode has not co.ve , Feriaps ?ranim
will bring a small calf arid t ne cow will fa llow him," explained
stry f'iikhail.

Therefore 'de had no chanc e to s oeak Hi th Franko th8.t 3unday.
A few min~tes later a lady came out from the hJ~se ~id greeted us
wtth friendly feelings. And indeed she was a human beamty; slim,
tall, blond with blue eyes, rose natural che=ks with very attractive
smile. Her manner in speech was excellent as though she has oeen
measuring her chosen words and sentences, out of natural dictionary.
"This is my onLy daugn t er .inast az l a , we call her Jastoonya",
introduced her to us strJ Mikhail. Nastoonya bowed her head and
wi t h a pLea.aarrt expression on her face said," Vitayte hostye!"
Clasped hands with Anna ~id my father. It is a pleasure for me to
greet you in our home, my Qear relatives! I thank you for visiting
us on this fine holy Sunde.y,"said Naa'tunya . After hand shaking
with my parents, ~astunya with sad expression came close to me and
said," Your an d my mothers c i ed and we both are gr-own U? orphans."
Therefore, we should kiss each otie r lL"e motherless or oh ana'! !
She embraced ~e and kissed me like my T.other would kiss her son.
It has been a swee t es t kiss I ever felt i Q mv life, and I ki ssed
her with brotherly feel~!lgs.



I was anly fifteen years old and no girl ever ~issed me before,
beca~se the church m&nister, during his relisio~s ~o~r in the
school on man! Jccassiona to10 us st~dents that it was sin to kiss
a girl, and after our lips parted my mind began to wonder; did I
commit a sin? Nastunya was about ten years older than I and being
my "Stryna" she kissed me as an orphan. So we did not commit a sin.
I felt embarassed because my face blushed and my step-mother noticed
it and started to Laugh at us and our kissing.

My ,fathe, has been interested in the old buildings which he knew
were built by the first Demchuk in the year 1778 and the new invented
shingles made of clay, which were fireproof, insurance Fate w~s

low on such houses and modern in style. My father was planning to
build a new house because step-mother being ambitious wailted
something better than ordinary peasant's wife. Another thing, she
was a young woman, had one child and expected to have more and
naturally the girl marrying a widower expects to live longer th~1

her husband, therefore tries to have her future well secured.
Another reason was that father also had an experience in erecting

buildings, he was curious to Know how the first Demchuk 7.reated
the logs of wh~ch the bUildings were built as after 130 years the
logs were sound like they were placed in the walls a few years ,
solid like any mew logs brou6ht fr03 the forest. 3try ~ikhail had
the practical answer to that question. The Turkish army occupied
Ukraine for long many y ears built many fortresses whi ch i::l our times
still remain as solid round stoe, thick-walled bUildings( I have seen
one in town Skala) with small windows in the walls. Naturally Turks
brought their engineers, who ~new how to mix cement and wood in
order to preserve the life of the logs. The Turks foreced the
ukrainians to heln in building those fortresses and first ~ichael

Demyanchuk must have learued somehow fuow to "repare such mixtures
to paint or app Iy to the logs the burnt ki n d 0: cer t a.i n stones,
crush them and lL:e lime uaLIt them wi til a str:Jilg i'i bred brushes.
I'fhen the mixture dried out on the logs first, !Hchael an ol t ed ano t her
coat 0-:' mixture water and some cri ah ed fine bur-at s t on es . The
",iz-:ure sealed and made the logs air tight uid lasted dUr-i.lg c arrtur i e
We, m~st admit that U~rainians were skill~ul nat:on and no wo~der

that tue "ussia:ls were s::J eager to keep t"e Ukr adn i ans ~.nd iJ,rr:ai:le
under the Dondage.

All tile buildings were abo u t two yar-etS high walls and roof ;)f
medium slope. stry "ikhail invented tile .ai x ture and :lade tre
shingles himself' and all the bu i Ld'i 19S wer e co vc r ed ,lith green colored
clay-shingles. If my memor-y serves me tight those clay shingles were
about twenty inches Long and twelve inches ·wide. One end was bent Li z e
hooks, placed on the horizonal, about two inches thick boar-ds fid
four inches wide. ~he other end of shingle was flat and a bit
sharpened from the top to let water run do;m faster and the ice
shall have no hold. No nails wer e needed and the cIa y shingles
were placed Li.z e 'lIe nLac e t:lem here in Ca.I9.:Ja; tile top groves covers
one underneath and no rain water can get under , and once these cLay
shingles were properly tight, the roof stayed so l.id for long many yeaN
I have noticed th3.t father was very attentive to everything stry
~7ikhail said.

After my father's study of the bu i Ld i ngs , we went to the pasture
fu'1d looked over eight horses; four black and four chestnmt and one
twenty years old chestnut mare with the spri ;g, about five month
old Golt ~nd bot~ were ex~ecting that we will treat them with ?ieces
or cubes of white au gar , according to stry ":ikhail's i.:forr;ntion.



On the west side of the house I noticed in high railings
pasture, several sheep. On the east side of the builgings there
was a separate bUilding a hogpan and under the walls against the
sun several hogs weEe grunting and biting each other. The flock
of chickens in one corner and geese with ducks in the dug-out water
on the far eastern end of the farm shed. I realized t~at the first
Demchuk must have been a good manager ~,d planner, because all the
bUildings were erected on eastern side of the house and facing with
the en t r-anc s doors to t:! e south side. With my young curLous i ty I
asked .3try ,'ikhail for the reason why all t'1e doors were f ac i ng
to the south? Has it some part:cular meaning?
" The sun's rays ar e t"e best medicine for every living creatures
on this planet. ~he sttn's rays through the door, kill the germs
in the barns, which are Jarasites to thee animals; ,dds the fresh
air into t ,e bUildings, whic~ is healthy to the animals and dries
the ~arn walls inside and adds the strenght to the logs of t~e

buildings", exo La.i n ed 3try Mikhail.
I looked to tne south on the field and noticed t..iat the rye

grain has been harvested, shocked or in plain English, the she~ves

were bound and ,laced in shape like coils to be cured and dried.
After '"e h av e Lo oked over ar-ound the'"ard, stry Mikhail

suggested that fie sit down and "astunya will orin,g,ls lunch.
"If the s t o.nach is filled t',en it is a n Le ae'z r e t'J live on this
wor-Ld'", said s t ry Miktu.il.

"astunya with my step- mother covered ~li th white Lt a en table
cover a home made table a..1'1d brought out of the house a large
pitcher filled with some liquid, which looked like canadian beer
and bitter tas~e. I never tasted old countrv beer, because our
cjurch ~inister d~ring nis religious ~our in t:le school. forbid
us to drink the liquor in any form. He said it was sin to be drunk.
I asked stryna Nastunya, if it will make me drunk, because I did not
wish to be drunk aDd act funny li~e a crazy person. ahe lau~hted

and assured me that it is a healt~y drink and to make it sweet
she gave me a lirge slice of honey cake and it tasted delici ous ,
becau.se in the 7illage it t..i:j.S considered as a luxury. "o t very
many villagers had honey.

I 9raised stryn~ Nastunya for her delicious sweet ca~e. She
thanked me, haQded me another helDing ~ld said that she ~as some
for my ~ounger brother ~arry and I must not for~et to taKe with me,
when leaving for home.

While stry Mikhail, my father and my step - mother were
enjoying with thei:- Lu.i ch stryna "'astunya SClggested tnat we go In1rD

her garden to pick some late strawoerries for sup~er and see her
orchard; becauae she knew that I would be more interested in her
work in the garden than Li s t en i ng to the old oeoples go s s i oa ,
Indeed when we entered the beaut, part garden among the flowers,
my whole body was filled with sudden wonder. Until now I was ander
the i::lpression that only our village nuns had most b aau t i f'u I garden,
but now in comparison, stryna Nastunya's garden looked more li~e in
uaradise. It was very uicturesque, because the Ia nds c ane ',9,S

slightly slant from the'North towards the creek on the south. It
looked like it was painted bv a genius nai~ter. In additon to the

n atur al, beauty the aroma from" the-different flowers injects i.;to
human body 3. s t r ang e f e e Livge . "This a Pa.r add s e andvp r e-t t i e r t han

the o i c t a r e :in the s ch oc L 3ilb13," I exclai:ned in ams.z em a ..t.
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Stryna Nastunya has been n am ang all the f Lo ver-s but I could
not remember their names, because my young illi~d has been overfilled
with God's plan and help the human beings to decor~te this world
with such beautiful oIa n t s , and many times when I Imoked into other
~eoples' gardens, my mind and memory turned to stryna Nastunya's
garden and that blessed holy SWlday afternoon I mentioned the aromas
which different flowers produced ~~d that I forgot their n3llles. I
can onLy add the name of large peonies, because every woman in the
village had them pl an t ed 1ilnder t,e windows of the hon s e or else she
would not be cons i de r ed as a mother and a wi:fe. Yet I cannot
recollect the name of those flowers producing such attractive arom~.

Here in Canada I asked many old ITkrainian garden loving ladies and
we are unable to identify the flowers and aroma. ~

"No wonder stryna, that vou are able to bake dsuch a sweat
and delicious honey cake. you have he~p from the bees and those
flo,rers". 1"y remarks to Naatunya about the cake, pleased her
immensely. "Now we shall go into tie vegetable garden, aaf d
Nastunya. I glanced around and noticed almost every vegetable
olant and without exaggeration said, pointin€ at the plants,
"You kno w, Stryn3.; until toda:! I beliee-ed that only our Sisters 
Nuns had best looking garden, now I see that yours is better
looking because yours is not scattered. Every kind of vegetable
~row close like f3lllilies together and it adds a ~ositive natural
beauty and harmony., and all these plants in o~e garden create
positive beautifully attractive and appear.ance".

Nastunya wanted to say somet~ing to me, but noticed a few ~eeE

flying int:J my direction, she ordered me to stay quiet and don't
move and don't touch them. They wouldn I t sting if I leave the'TI .'110':

From the garden, we entered the orchard and I noticed that some
cherries altboug~ fully ripe still were holding to the tre9s, as
t:ley were under t ,e shadow of the Leavea , The szal L sized pears
called "?etrivk;y" af t e r St. ?eter's Jay on the lOt~ day in July
have been ri~ening ~md gat1ered by stry Mikhail and ~ast~ny~

pr es erv ed t'lem as a jelly and s t or ed the,:;: in farm dug cellar, close
to t1e La;.. :.;e »Locks of ice covered vIi th l:=.st v ear ' S c naf f , Nast.lny,:
inforE1ej me. ':"11e large oe ar-a , red ap les and ?l_EDS wer e r-ea.dy to be
~ic~ed and awaited Nastunya's ,reparation for comfitures or a2 we
in Canada call Ja;;s an d j ,,,IIi es 3.1 d the green appLe s ':Ter e too green
in appear~nce. "These late ao,les said Nastunya is m7 father's
favorites, he Dicked them very c~refully ~~d packs them in the
ch af'f or covers them with the rye or barley straw and keeps them in
the warm place on the atic near the chimney. This kind of apnles
are very ,-,ood Winter keepers ai d we enjoy -eating them in the evening
during wint9r seasons. They have a wine tasty flavour, ~astunya

informed roe. She asked me if I know how the bees gather honey
a~d if I am interested in their work? I told her thlt we have
two bee hives in our small orchard and I have been watching them
many times, and we passed them. :Ie came into the s t r awber ry pa tch
to pick some late fresh strawberries for supner. ~astunya warned me
to be c aref'uL aga.i n sf the small an akes , as it was :1 hot dey and
they USUally c r av.L among the strawberry n Iaant e and some of them
may have poison in them. It pays to be caretu L. .•..• we oLc ke d a
pot f'uLl, of nice, red and p.l.umo s t r-awber-r i es and started for the hO.L

While wal~iDg, I asked N'Ol.stunya how can she ro~~age so ~uch

wo r-k in the n ou s e , in t.h e g2.rde~ and ;r.il£i~lg the cows. arid .no s t Ly
by herself'? "It is verr simple if you know hO·'I, n answer-ed
Nas tuny a s:!liling.



"Franko helps :..e to milk the cows, in the morning after my daily
kitchen work I go into the garden and do what has to be done first,
before diuner and after dinner. I don't work too fast but steady.
Franko works on the field and father at his age, helps us as much
as he is able". "'ow stop and listeb how our triplets are singing
about an old miller bachelor,said Nastunya sadly.
Indeed, Stry Mikhail, my father and step - mother have been
singing harmoniously:"Not a house, not a wife, not a child, never

I had. 'rhe wheels are turnLig, the years pass
"by, I am an old man standing upon the grave .•. '",

"Ohl what a sad song. I pit rr and feel sorry for him. The people
forced him to work in the mill gristing flour for people ~~d looking
after the wheels, working for the people, but no time for himself",
said Nastunya dolefully.

";,~ell, Paul and Anna, I never dreamt that I will enjoy and
spend so happy on this Holy warm Sunday!" said Stry Mikhail.
"Visit us often we are relatives an d should see each ou.i er
frequently". "Nastunya! please br.Lig us some more of that as
Dimi tri calls, bitt er beer and we shall sing another old so.ig
together". After empt r i ng half a ':lug of the bitter beer, my s t e o 
mother started to sing another contD~rersial song. It Was related
to the youn~ WOman who married an old man and she wished to mix
with a young ueople, and he 0eing jealous would not nermit her to
go alone. "Come along with me, my boy '''-''''ld I will show my paintings
vainted during cold winter and lonely evenings, ~"'ld don't hesitate
to express your young o'Pinion." It r ee Lnds me that my ar-o th er ,
Brnislaw once said that ~ou are poor painter, but you are gifted
in ~easurement and grawings. If you hR~e a good solid instruction
in draftsmanship y'Ju can be a good carpenter or designer. He, as
your t eac.iar noticed your dlilsigns close to the end of your school :reE

but it w~s too late to hel'P you.
We got into her "work - shop" and I was surprised seeing so many

beautiful paintings hanging on the w~lls. At first I could not
believe that they were ~astunya's cre~tions. I looked into one
corner and on the small table I have noticed a bunon of ~a,int brushes
and colored pencils ~~d small CUP2 with different colours .. ~hen I hac
to agree wi th mys eLf that it was re8.117 her work. 5er br-ot ner Sronko.
the school teacher supplied her wit, hard oaper and paints, because
3ronislaw undersood her wishes to create fine art and he ~new her to
be gifted in oai*tings tried to help her in her monotous life.
She lost her mother's natural and tender affections, Nastunya
inherited her mother's talent in painting because she ~new that her
mother has beer; studying fine arts i -, Italy and hav i ng the ambition
and 'Perhaps under the influence of loneliness tried to eXJress her
psychlogical feelings with her thinking her eyes, her h~~ds and
paint brush.

After looking over jeer pafrrt i ngs I congra:!:ulated her for her
gifted wo r k and assured her that in the f'u tur-e , with her n atrra'l
talent she will create some world's famous pictures. She pronised
to paint our inspection in her garden and orchard. I don't Know, as
the next year::: emigr.:'l.ted to Canada , From here I did not write to her
because being tOJ young I was unable to ~et a homestead until I was
eighteen years old. I could not write her a lie that I was a rich fsr~

nor rancher wi th man,'! hu ndt-e de he ads af cat~le. I felt here as :l

young i:nmigr~"t boy :::'TId :,:all,'' times down hearted bac au s e I W3.2

unable to €et a good job.
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"Not strong to work on the r-ai Lway ..... " Then First World War..
my hopes went "Topsy - Turvey" just like that song our triplets
sang: "The years passed by .• the wheels were turning.. I am an old
man st~,ding upon the grave ".

"on: the sun is getting down and it is time to pr-epar-e supper".
Ilhat happened to Franko? , s.aid Nas'uuny a wi tn expressed distress.
" I should start to prepare supper". She asked f ath e.r wh er e he wou,
be willing to eat t:leir supper, in the house or outside?

"In the house is more convenient for you ," answered stry
Mikhail. An~a, my step - mother o:fered the help and they went
into the house,. 3try Mikhail got up, got hold of my hand and
suggested to my father to follow us. He lead us into his small
room, opened the low built door and lit the small coal oil table
lamp., picked up a sort of wire like we in Canada call "poker"
with which we clean the ashes out of a stove. It was bent on one en.
It was a home made key which by turning around twice opened a door
in the home made fire proof safe. In this safe he kept all the
legal documents Rnd ali valuable articles. stry Mikhail opened
the safe door and pUlled two small ooxes, about twelve inches long
&,d six inches Wide. Unwrapped them and nlaced them on the small
table. In the semi dark room the gold and silver started to twinkle
I never saw the pure and silver coins and therefore my mind ~~d eyas
were filled with astonishment and surnrise but it was only for a
few seconds. stry Mikhail expalaned that these were old coins
accumulated by his ancestors and he is only guardian of t1ese
coins an d other documents. Ac tua.ILy it belongs to all Demyanchuk
Demchuk Family. ~e has no greedy desires to be only o,mer of these
ancient money. .ind that was the reason he wanted me to know about
everything which belongs to all De~chuks. After Stry Mikhail's deat:
Franko being the oldest in the family shall take :oesession of the
farm and stry Mikh~il will ask Franko to mlliee promise under the Oath
to keep in safet~r all the coins and documents, as a guarc ia n . In ca.
of Franko's death ~"ld no other Fr~ko's sons to succeed him, you
Dimi tri, shall have the her-ed i, tary tights to these coins and the
legal documents. I wi 11 wr i t e my testasant so.ae day and wran it
with these docu2ents. I suggest to you to always try and remember
this day and in c as e of some d i suu t e you wi Ll. be able t o swear my
verbal request." r have noticed th2.t his hanc.s were trembling
when he started to wr-a» those coins ..,. Stry ~"ikhail wr-apped the
gold:en and s i Lver coins and pulled ou t a roll of documents, tied
with red ribbon and solemnly ~ntied these rolls or scrolls and s,rea
them over the table and bsgan to explain t:J us the ampor-t anc e and
value of every Ole. The first as I r ememb er was almost like 8-

new document. It had a red seal I,i th a red ribbon ::lued or a't tac hec
~ to the document. Stry ~ikhail explained that it was the Austri~~

Citizens or Natur3.1izatiol1 Paper, grc:nted to the first Michael
Demyanchuk - Demchuk, by the County court cudge in the t:Jw::J Borschiv
in July 1778 :'c.D. '!his paner I reme:nber well, as it was writt.en
in latin 13.ngU8.ge. The otver few documents hrd seals attached with
wide red ribbons. Only the writing was in Old Slavic church languagE
One docllment has been larger in size, stry Mikhail ex~lained that
the document was very important to Jemohuks family because it
witnessed that those in authority g:-anted the parcel of land near
the town Yaskorunya, i,i th all the natural resources, cu Ltivated land.
forest, meadow hay , srn a.l L creek 'Hi th direction the wat er has been
flowing and the size of that ,arcel, so many kilometers wide and
its leng!ii..



It was granted to DemyanchQk family and their successors for the
heroic deeds, contribQted to tje tietman and Dkraine. The
signatures for me were difficult to read. (I have seen signatures
of 0~~adian ministers on docQments which it was impossible to read.)
Another document was the transfer ~~d sale of the pr~nerty whic~

first ~ichael DemyanchQk - Jemchuk purchased in the to~m Borschiv,
same day he received his ~aturalization papers. It has been written
in Latin and had simil~r descrintionj so many hectares meaning the
surface measure of land and creek, water running in eastern
direction. This parcel of laud was the or-oper'ty of 1"ikhail Demchuk
and his heirs.

On severp~ ocassions I qQestioned myself and I came to the
conclusions; that it must have been the Creator's plan to my Visit
stry ;t,ikh:3.ils home on that Sunday in Augusf in B19 A. D. to see the
documents and write as a witness to ever~thing and to describe, with
my sound Ulemorymd vision which I have before my eyes and pass it 0

to my future Damchuks , I hereby as.: you all Demchuks to glorify
our Creator- God... Amen.

There is Ole more fact I should mention : Stry Mikhail several
times mentioned that the docuaen t s were written on PS2G,'\]l:EHT ?"PE3S.
In English dictionary it is cllled ?ergamenum naper. It os very
fine paper aad it does not peel. It is just like paper dollar, a
slightly thicker than a doll~r. Jut it keeps solid and all the
do cunerrt s "ere of th:1t qua.Lfty.

Now I should write briefly about the supper we had with stry
I"iikh:'l.il and s t ryna Na.stunv a , I have already merrt i on ed that s t rvn a
Nastunya and ny step mother 'vent to pre'y:re supiar , while we "ere
inspecting the coins and documents in the small room. I am inclined
to believe t nat Nascuny a has been tr.:;ring to make an effort what we
shall Eemember this visit with a pleasure.

3try ~ikhail invited us into the house for supper and we
entered the dining room from op~osite to the kitchen ~oor.

First, I have ~oticed the home made table, covered with the l±nen
table cloth embroidered with large red roses and green leaves and
tnree candles made of naturat bees wax, "ere lit ",nd the arorar, of
~urning wax has created a comPEments of the season or a sort of
sanctity like the incense in the church before the church ra i n t s t er
starts to pra? Righ Mass. The tamme has been loaded wit: all tinds
of food.

We, three me,stood like the school bOYS, awaiting the comma~d

of hostress, 3tryna Nastunya set down first and suggested our nlaces.
Stry Mikhail's chair w~s on her left and my father satt next to
Stry. -.'y ch ai r was an "~er right and my s t eo - mo th er ' s ch ar r- was
next to my right facing my f a.th er , She asked her father to bless the
food. I didn't notice any whiskey.Stry Mikhail filled the glasses
wi th honey Li qu i d and we all drank "Na zdorowlya" to tie health
and best wishes. 'I'h eri we stated ;·ii th p i r-oh i ill cream and chicken
in cream. Jtry filled our glasses with strawberry liqUid and later
we dr an x a Li qu Ld made fr-orn the bass - wo od f'Lower s , a yellowish
co Lor wai ch was called rte COQgh medic ine and the Laa t dr i n.: we o'"d

a juise extracted from the prua es , Jtry rr:ikhail filled t:;e gl:,.sses
::ull for all but ~~astun:va diviied my glass be t we en her ?'d =e.
She s a.i d tha.'. a fifteen "ears 007' s system cannot ab s cr-b !!lUC~1 of
::'L..'l,;rthing. ~verl too much ~·,~;,ter couLd u o s et young oo. 1 s s tu.iach ,



But I had to t~ste everything that was an the table, because it w~s

her rule; if the guests are enjoying the food, it means that the
cook knows her profession and is a good cook. The cook is able to

tell from the guests faces whether they are pleased with t',e food.
Now, you see, Paul and An~a that my Nastunya is like her mother

r~anya (YarUS\Ta) in every respect, she W::tS a.Lway s an example to every_
one. 30metimes I am trying to t~ll her not to overwork herself. Rut

,she only smiles and overlooks my remarks. I am helpless in my command",
said Stry Mikhail with resignation.

"Now, I would like to explain, eSDecially to you my de2r cousin
Paul, my coception, regarding my work or as father says overwork.
My brother, Bronko gave me a very interesting book which I read twice
in order to remember its contents. In that book I read that Creator
set the law of motion, which means that everything on this world and
in universe have to move and live. If we look around us we shall
notice that everything, water, wind h~mans, fish in the water, birds
in the air, the moon and stars are moving in their directions, which
the Almighty Creator directed them to ~ove. Therefore by moving they
are creating the energy to live themselves and helT)ing somehow others
to exist and live. I wonder what would happen if everything around
us stop~ed moving? There will be no life for anything on this world
and in the universe. I am not much educated but I believe that the
FIRST CREATOR SET TE:cl Lid .4..:D COfv1::AND THAT 3VERY LIVING CRSATURE SHOuLD
NOVE AND:lOm: POR LIVING. Therefore, I have the p.l easur-e in my work.
I also believe that if a person does not work he or she baing idle is
unable to live long and leaves this world as nogoodnick.

I stated that Nastunya asked me to sit between her and my step
mother and that placed me in a sort of a shy mood. For some unknown
reason I was unafu~e to look around in a natural manner. ~ow, listening
to Nastunya' s speech, I noticed that she was not the girl I w'uked
With in the garden, orchard and looked over her paintings.

Now, sitting by the table as a hostess and explaning her living
philosophy, ~e seemed to me a different lady. She has been dressed
differently; the long braided haa r :;:lS been set in a french s t y Le .
Her neck was decorated with the pearls, li~e a red freshly ?ic£ed
and ripe cranberry. Eer earrings matched in colour to the pearls.
Her white blouse, with h Lg. collar, embroidered with red roses and
also small green leaves, both sleeves of the blouse near t~1e shoulders
were emboidered With red large roses ~d green leaves at the end of the
sleeves, near the wrists were embroidere~ with small ~ed roses and
green leaves. These red. roses with g:ceen leaves ha-ve d ec ar-rrt ed and
added to ':astunva's face, the n a'tur-a.; beauty, a real ""adoona.
~n addition she wore a wine colour s~irt ~d t~at made ier a fully
aristocratic lady. In her veL1S c i r-cu L :.ted the J"krainai n bLo o d , f::-om
old Demyanchuks Family and perhaps Polish or Ukrainian assimilated
blood, with Italian manners, as her mother has been studying music
and uainting in Italy. Therefore, ~astunyars ambition in fine a:cts
beauty, and improving her personality.

]astu!lya not only dressed '1erself for this evezrrf'uL supner' , she
t,ii th her femt n i ne ins"Oiration c ons i d e.' ec. as her du tv to :':lc~e3.se "?a:.ll t S

,·:ife" higher sp i r-i t , during this evening bO"t:l fa:" .~a s.r..i a e r "::".ls:J:=..::.d
Paul. 3he \,~ew that on certain eventIulholid~ys v:l~~:e wcsen na7e
been wearing par-t i cu.Lar- head-dress, c a.Ll.ed "3.a::."l"~U.k211.. It ·was s. 2..8.:'"~e

shawl made of silk or fine wh.i t e cLo th . ·',~it'1 t.:J.is :"s..::-:~h the Jl.e..rried
women.wrapned their heads ~d ~eck With the =2ce 2~ened:~)e s~yle 0f
nuns were we~i25.
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This wranping brings the recollection of hush~ld ~~d wife's marriage
ceremoni es in the church and wedIing day. Therefore, Nastunya
seeing that ~nna was beautiful Qua in full bloom young wo~an, tried
to m~~e Anna more attractive and ill~ybe had in her mind tm see what
reaction t",is dress ',fill make on PauL' s f eeLings , Nastunya 3uggestelll
to Anna to wear anoth e r green skirt and also oLri n white blouse.
During our Supper, with a pleasant smile asked illy father l "Paul!
do you r ecogn.Lxe your wife in her nr es errt attire" '! "You can't make
a lord out of a peasant", anawer-ed my Llt'ler.. ;ve have been s i ttin;
and sin~.:ing for ano th eb Derh:lps half an hour and Ann a have noticed
that Nastunya started to be c o ac e r n ed about Frs.nko I s ab s snc e , during
whole afternoon, sugge s't sd to my father that we go home.,ie all got
UJ after short pra7er left the tamle •. Stry Mikhail expressed jis
pleasant and wsrm gratitude for our Visit, :~d invited us to come
again soon, before the cold winter arrives.

Nastunya o~en heartedly saidthat she well never forget this
holy and sunny Sunda" .Jhe enjoyed our presence here as relati 'res.
She asked my father to bring my yunger brother Gregory along and
'lsked Anna to b r Lng her first baby ':;irl as she wants to get acqu a.i rrt ed
with all ryemchuks, her relatives. She handed to ~nna a basket full
of everything: honey cake for Gregory aud the little girl snd oth~

ltixuri es for the rest of Paul's children , From young 3tryna :'Tastunya.
The sun was setting behind the Losyach forest on western

horizon and we left, 3try Mikhail and stryna Nastunya with the
fri endly and family feelings and I;i th regret I must say t:lat I;e
never had a chance to see them again. ~ext year I left for Canada.
From Canada I neglected to write and I was unable to have t~e ranch
with wild horses ~~d cattle &,d I was too young to get a homstead ....
The First "Iiorld War lasted for several years \;i th Ger:nany - Auat r i a-
Russia. Later Ukrainians with Poles I missed my chance to write
to stry PHkhail and stryna Nastuny a "The ~..,heels were turning,
the years paas ei, by ; ... and I am old man standing upon the gr-ave •. " ,
Only sweet memories of August 1310 remained in my memory.

I am thankful to my Creator for keeping me alrie as 3. wi t neas ,
,~ On our way home my father and step-~other were sitting on tie
front seat and I had the back seat to myself. DriVing over the
narrow one way road to the main hig;way into our Village Tzihani,
my mind has been digesting ~~d re7iewi~g in pictures the history
of my ancestors. I in my mind h ave been whispering to ny s ehf . "s
mind was centering upo n stryna Na.stunyn , I mus t have f'o r-go t t en :nyself
because I was talking loud enough and my step-mother heard ae , It
was puzzling over the question I'lhy Hastunya in her age about 25:Fe,.rs,
with her beauty, her talent as a good housekee'Jer gi~ted painter,
with her raanner-a of cu Ltu r sd lady and self-educated broad minded
girl and yet she has not attracted any boy-friend to be her husb&ld.

I must have finished talking to myself because my father's
wife start ed the question in a sarcastic manner; "Your son has been

preparing a cermon like a preacher," s~~, said. "He tries to solve
Naatunya's life problem like a lawyer", and r eveat ed my qu es t Lo.i
to my father. '1y father handed the lines to drive the horses
and started to fill his large pipe with home grown and corrs e cut
tobacco and began to digest lIastuny'3.' s JallflllJ1E life problem. F ;RST,
~astunyals home is located farther £rom the Village and Deas~~t

girls are too busv to visit her ill the day time. In the even i ng
they have to e;o clast c eme t ary and same thing can be apoL; ed to
Nastunya. On 3unday they h.rve to at t eud the .nor-ni rrg and evening
church services, and no time.



SECOND,Nastunya having so much work at home and all ier work Dl~~ned

has no s?are time to visit the girls in the village. '
THIRD, her family position is comp'l.t c.rt ed . The Ukr9inian educated
boys considered Stry Mikhail as a Ukrainian patriot, but Nasmunya'a
mother has be en kno wn, was of poli sh na't iona.l I ty. The boys might
have been thinking," If mother was Polish, her daughter ca'1not be
Uxr-af.nf an't . Polish bogs considered stry rcikclail as Ukrafcd an
patriot., and Nastunya after her ':other' s death has been under the
influence of her father's nat i ona.L pri de, has been considered t'1e
Ukrainian member of the old Demchuks self - centered family.
Therefore. Nastunya I s marriage :E'oble-:: h as b een left to the llicky
days, and her s t ar in the future". It W2.S my father's ratiohal
interpretation of Nastunya's faith and I had to agree with it.
There was no 3.lternative.

I shuuld add to our visit with stry Mikhail in the year 1910
one historical event which has been told to my father and Anna
by stry ~ikhail on that SaDe afternoon while Nastunya and I have
been in the garden. ill reme~ber my father was telling to his friends
a few months later during Cjristmas gathering. The Polish landlords
who owned large tracts of land along the Zbruch River which was
a boundary between Austria oorrd Russia, Y_~ew that Demyanchuks Isft
their wealth, land, etc, near ~askoru'1ya ~1d had the titles of
ownership to the wealth. They knew Mikhail Demchuk's feelings
and desires to repasses the property if there was a chance and as
!·:ikhail's house was Loca't ad at :ll. d i at anc e from the matn highwaj:,
theref~~e the Polish landlords with their leader Count Goluchowski,
owner of many tracts of land with living quarters and buildings
from town 3k3.1a north mo town Husyatin, during nights and without
Mikhail's invitation on several occassions visited Demchuk's home.
It happened that so~e of them were trying to be too frequent
night visitors. Nastunya one night sent them away, saying that
Austrian gendarms qUite 6ften patrol the highway and she does not
wish to be questioned by gendarms. UnWillingly they left the Demchuk
home. But one of t~e visitors pointed out to her that her flother
belonged to the po Les and Nastunya should f'o.Ll.o w her mother- .
Nastuny~ told him that she will not entertain night intruders.

About two months later Count Goluchowski has been informed
that some Russi~~ cossacks have crossed the river Zbruch, over
the shallow Zbrizh bottom ai d 10\'1 banks e'::ld set thei r tents.
Goluchowski su~moned his neighbors, polish l~~dlords to meet
at Demchuk's after midnight. Several of them on their swift
horses gathe~ed to this emergency. meeting. Goluchowski was the
first to come, excused himself and pr-omi sed Nastunya that this
shsll be the last meeting. 3e felt that Nast~B~~ was right and
Demchuk's hru ee being isolated can be destroyed by some hudlums.
Suggested t_"o."\; ?astunya go to bed and need not worry. His friends,
after the meeting will not go to the hig!nlay but shall ride scattered
across the fields.

The wrrndows were blinded and the guards were to listen to
any suapt c i ous noises. Count GoLuchowak i informed his listeners.
He did not know Why the Russians crossed the Zbruch and set thEir

tents on ~ustrian soil, without any protest from Austrian gendarms.
There is puzzling question. The Goluchowski's ambition WaS to remove
the rich Ukrainian step~es (prairies) on the right bank of Dnipro
River and he wanted to pLay the political game; "NO'." OR N"lVER".
The Austrian dynasty were jealous of Russian expansion and although
both conrrt r-i "'''' were on fri et dLy terms , any misunderstanding
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may er-ea t e the war , 'Eheref'Jre, count Goluchowski's nLan was to
provoke misunderstanding between both powers ~"d inaaae of conflict
he counted that Turkey and Rumania will take Austrian side. When
he finished his proposed plan Goluchowski asked Mik~ail for his
opinion.

Mikhail, being a hast was trying not to be mixed up in this
useless and not prepared plan, but they all insisted to he~r his
opini6n. Finally Mikhail told that he has two opinions on their
plan. First opinion to play hipocnite, that is agree with their
plan and praise their bravery. Another plan is different and he
would rather not express his 9pinion. But they insisted so he
went on: '7entlemen! I know that you woul dn t t like it but as t'lis
is very serious problem and has historical value and as you are
my friends &"d neighbors I ahall inform you with my honesty ~d

sincerity, that your plan will fail. Please understand me. I
cannot be a friend to those who robbed my faEily and forced the
Demyanchuks to seek asylum in Austria. I shall point out to you
that you ate not Drepared for your daring plan. My mind dictates
me to inform you that you overlooked certain and pr~ctical points.
Please be patient:uld let me finish my argument. You must remember
that Austro-RungarRn and German ruling class is not friendly to
you. They will not shed their blood for your" Fro:n 'Torth Sea to
Black Sea" ]J:l'3.ll which w:ill be very risky. I repeat risky, because
you with your ~tewards have no sY~Dathy among the neasmts and poor
class of ~eople. You will not be able to force them to he~p you.
During such unc3rtain times you will not get much help fr02 peasants.
You have not prepared your own followers. The masses are not
informed about your pl~s and I am inclined to believe that your
Polish laudlord3 from ori~inal ,estern ?oland will not help you.
Therefore I am unable to see your success in your difficult plan.
I am wi shi:,g you "ood luck".

Mikhail Demchuk read their faces and noticed disagreement .•
He knew that because the natural fact is that rich people never
accept advice from poor people. They h3ve decided to fight Russians,
and asked Vikhail to join them and get his fastest horse and left
after midnight.

They left Demchuk's house in a scattered nort~ern direction
in order not to Le-ive the sign of many horses trraeks f rom Demchuk's
yard across peonles fields and circled around billage Tzihanx on the
North reached one creek, passed the artificial lake where the water
has been diked to use in the grist mill, crossed the highWay from
the v i Llage Gushtyn into Tzihani and one after another on their
horses reached Skala forest and small landlords' farm-sted. As it
was early before sun rise when they arrived they p~aced their horees
in the barn with saddles on to be ready in case of alarm and all
the riders being tired went to sleep undressed, wherever they could
find a bed.

Count Golichowski preten~ing to be friendly with Mikhail
Demchuk kept close company and they both slept on one bed. It was
late in the afternoon our Polish landlords just finished t1eir noon
lunch when the guards gave signals that Russian cossacks on their
horses, four some were approaching the Gooshtin forest. ihen the
front cossacks reached the boundary between village Gooshin and

village Tzihani in the open field, count Goluchowski gave command
to attack the cossacks and divide them into two halves qnd thereby
create the chaos among the cossacks but Goluchowski's plan failed.



The landlords horses were heavy and tir ed after last night r s travel
and cossack's lighter horses. The cossacks started to surround

the poles. The Russian commander ordered cossacks not to ki.ll
the landlords but disarm them and tie them. Perhaps he wanted
to take them alive in order to hang them as example to all the
Polish rebels. Here the cossacks had the difficulty i~ c~tching

the landlords because the landlords kept their servants who were
loyal to their landlords ~d bei~g practical with sabres tried
their skill with cossacs. It dev eLo o ed into a real battle. The
servants helped the landlords to escape from their dangerous
posi tion, turned their horses and fled into ti1e Skala forest, and
dispersed in the forest in different directions. A few cossacks
and Polish servants were wounded, by the sabres and both D~rties

received practical knowledge of war games. The landlords lost and
after the battle some of the servants laughed at the bravery of
landlords, and so~e one with a poetic gift composed a short poem,
when interpreted from Polish language reads like this: "Alas,
brothers there is ~o time ..• Arms into the w~ter ... Ru~ into the
forest .... "

while the ?olish landlords were getting ready to attack the
cossacks, Mikhail Demchuk suggested that the Polish cOillIDander
the leader should be ~head of the riders and they shallfollow
him and he suggested pointing at count Soluchowski. All the riders
agreed. Mikhail's plan was to get rid of Goluchowski's pretending
comp~~y and stay away from the actu~ skirmish and while they were
galloping ~likhail Demchuk ou tman euver-ed with his horse and placed
him~elf among the horse riders-attac~ers in the last line. When
he noticed that yhe cossacks started to surround Polish riders
he with few others turned rode back into the 3k~a's forest and
being familiar with that part of forest he found the forest ~uardian

path between the Skala's and Tzihanski' s forest, there has been
fossa-ditch, which divided both forests: One to count Goluchow2ki
&"1d the other to count 3ilecki. Therefore he knew that riding
along that path he will reach t~e main highway from Skala to Tzihillli

Fe'. riders followed :·likhail and when they found tiemselves on
the h t ghway , "'ikhail s t opo ed tied his horse in a gr-aasy ditch and
o~ened his lun~h kit, started to e.t "lis lJ{unch ana sug;ested the
others to eat their Lunch if they h:"ve anything in their saddles.
While they were eating l~ikh'2.il expl.ai.ned to them their exao t
Dosition on the road and directed e,ery one to his home. They had
to ride eas t var-d and the;] SO:lt",, t.ovards their homes. ~'ikhe.il's
home was on t"e "eEt en d of viL.a,;:e Tzihanlit. l1e had to ride alone.

The sun still was high and long time ,efore dark evening.
Mikhail's guess was that the co scaccs mav stay overnight in the
village Tzihani &10. if he rode tnrougi1 the Village, someone may
recognize him, report ",im ~~d he may find himself in ~ embarassing
situation, exnlaining to cossacks his lonely ride. He made his
plan to ride around the village, circling the South side. It is
long ride but safe. When he reached the end of the forest Mikhail
turned his horse to the left and qUietly rode along one way narrow
road, which has been dividing forest and pe3.sants - farmers' land.
It was almost sunset ~ikHail got off the horse and let t~e horse
graze the grass because the horse has been hungry and finally the
horse in Mikhail's jU1gement had his stomach filled and as there
was a river nearby, water of which went through the Tzihanski
Grist Mill, ~ikhail watered his horse and st'lrted for home.



He reached the village street called Suchivka and turned to the
right. It was d~rk and peasants in the village usually went to
sleep after the sunset and get up at the sunrise and everything
was quiet. Mikhail rode through that street, crossed the highway
leading from Tzihani to the town Borschiv and across the fields
on the south side of the village got home without any difficulties.
Unsaddled the horse, fed him oats dried him and let the horse into
the pasture and qUietly got into the house, had light lunch and
into 'oed ,

The Russian cossacks wounded several of landlords' servants
but could not catch any of landlords and maybe t~ey lad no ambitio~

to bother with the Polish troubl e makers. The general gossi u was
that co as acks enjoyed seeiag tCle Polish big shots, ran away from
the battle front without fight, leaving only their servants for

defemce.
A few weeks later Goluchowski visited Mikhail Demchuk, apologiz

and admitted his mistake for not listening and not considering
Mikhail's sugges t i ons . " Had we listened to your prac t i cal ar,;:umentE
we at least could have cherished the hopes for the =uture but as it
turned out we lost the prestige among our friends in Western Poland
and our future ambitions are lost," said with self ui ty counn
Goluchowski. In the future all the neighboring polish landlorjs
respected r':ikhail r s prac t i car advice at that narticular meeting•...

ITkrainian noet 3havchenk:J wrote: " The down fall of Poland
crushed Ukr-a.i rrians ... " The Russi an Oligarchy,. by force imposed
the national patriotizm in Russian masses, conquered Ukraine,
Poland 3altic nat i oris and northern As i a-Sf b er-t a to the port
VladiilJostock.

The Jemchu:,s family lost their hope toreposses their pr operty
near Yaskor~nya. Mikhail's family's faith is not kno1ffi to us.
~he other Demchuks emigrated to ::;anada and ve will write their
biographies in our book D~rt TWO.



-
To conclude my writing of the Demyanchuk-Demch~kFAMILY I

consider it is my duty to prove to the present and future gener
ations of Demchuks and their relatives the true facts, which are
known to me. Because I consider that some Demchuks may have doubt
when other Canadians start to challenge the origin of Demchuk's
name. "Prove!" Even now, my oldest daughter Lida (Mrs. Ii. Podea.Luk
asked me a proper question (I am grateful to her) which I am able
to explain. "Dad! since the year 1778 1l:.D. the year our first Micha,
with his family entered into Austria, until August in 1910 the time
you and your father Visited another Mikhail Demchuk is a period of
132 years. Counting 30 years as one generation it will be four
g ener-atLcne , Therefore, dont overlook this fact and try to set
genealogically all Demchuks during that period of time.

I knew I had the records written down in 1920 but I forgot
what has happened with it. Finally I found it pasted in the
"~III volume of Great Events 5istory. Where and what ~ind of
records received?

In August 192-:) I have started to attend the 3usiniless College
in Dauuhin, Manitoba ~"d I had a toom and bo~rd on 9th Aven~e S.W.
at Dauphin With my cousin Katherina, the oldest daughter of ~y stry
Wasil DemChUk, she was married to Julian Lubinieski. 30th my strys
Wasil and Fedor Demchuks were farming on the West side of 3ifton,
Manitoba and once in a while they had some business in Dauphin.
Naturally they visited ~ubinieskm and bringing them some of the
farm products. iad ainner and sup?er at LUbinieski's.

It happened that we while eating our dinner discussed our
families' past and I tOQff the opportunity to get informations
about our first Demyanchuk - Demchuks. I have been gatheri~g all
the family inform~tion of the past and w~nted to find out anything
I did not know. Both atrys had to visit and wait for the seven
0' clock p,"lssenger to go to Sifton and as they have fini shed their
business transactions before dinner, I decided to stay with 3trys
whole afternoon and record all the events of the uast, related
to Demchuks famil~. I considered it was my best chance to have
both strys, Ivasil and Fedor t03'ether, and th:"t they may help each
other to remember and remind each other the names, dates of their
birth and deaths and resting places. I asked both Strys to help
me with the true facts and they both should agree without doubt.
I set a number of questions and they tried to discuss, digest a~d

agree. There were a few questions which both strys had their
doubts and I left these questions With question marks. As both
strys promised to discuss these questions at home, with their
wives and let me know their deciSions at the £ater date.
Both Strys could not remember the year when first Demyanchuk
Demchuk's wife Maria died and which was her grave. They could not
answer the question what happened to the second youngest boy.
~hey knew that first boy's name was Olexa. ~hey could not agree
on the correct name and pronounciation of the family of Mikhail's
wife and Nastunya's mother. Stry Wasil's opinion was that it was
mixed marriage. Nastunya's mother was very beautiful and Nastunya's
grandfather was very wealthy. Ther ef'o r e , we le.ft a few minor
questions unsettled tnat day. We agreed and settled the main
origin, the place of birth apprOXimately the year of binth of the
first Michael Demyanchuk - Demchuk the place, time and manner of
their change of name, the parting of both brothers aDd selection
of ·the forty acres land and bUilding home there.



We uere unable to agree on the FIRST MIC~~L'S BROTHER WASIL'E
Qriginal place of family home. It was either KOLO~ITA OR STANISLAW
towns under the Carpatian mountains. Yet we could not settle and
decided to meet BOlle old Demchuks from either of those towns.

r have discussed this question with old Mikhail Demchuk at
Ethelbert in Manitoba. He fully agreed with our theory ~~d was
of the opinion that between both above mentioned towns there was a
si:rip of rich land and several large Demchuk families lived tha' e.
He also promised me to investigate this problem but I overlooked
and neglected in our str\I:sgle for existance, times. There are many
questions in our lives we overlook ~d in our late years we feel
sorry, "too late."

As a lesson to many Ukrainian Canadians I shuld Doint out one
case which hapnened in Canada where close co~sins were married.
Three brothers came to Canada With their parents and one of them
changed his name &~d moved into Ontario and married. A few years
later a son of another brother from t.ie nrairies went also to
Ontario. Found himself a good position,-met a girl, daughter of
his ,uncle unaware that she was his cousin. Married her, had one
child but she was not happy \Vith their life and finally they found
out blood reason. Result: Divorce, Eroken family ....•

We have many Ukrainians with changed names, let us remember
this lesson and try to remember your own original own famiXy.

For farther proofs of origin OT Demchuk family which I
received from both my strys Wasil and Fedor, (I should call him
Junior, because his f ath e and my grandfather has been named Fedor)
I believe that I should start from the foundation or the place
where all Demchuks now rest ~d that is CEMETERY.

I know myself that in the Village Tzihani there are two
cemeteries or at least were two in my day s , One small "Old"
cemetery fenced \Vith a deep fossa -ditch, surrounded with a large
bass tree and located on the North east side of the count Bilecki's
"Dvir" or farmstead. On many times I walked to visit my sister
Maria who was married to Peter 3kochilas and lived in that Dart of
the villa6e. Being young and may be superstitious I was afraid
to go close by that old cemetery.

Both strys, Wasil and Fedor Jr. assured me that all D~mchuks

buried on that cemete~y had t~e tombstones with their names
inscripted by the man who sold the tombstones and ds.t es of the ye"-rE
of birth ,qUd deaths and all of them 3try Wasil copied the names intc
the prayer book like we in Canada, keep the records in the 3ibles.

Only on First Michael Demyanchuk - Demchuk's tombstone there was
no inscriptmon. Yet both Strys Jasil and Fedor Jr. were sure of
his grave and that he was born in the fall (November) and moved intc
Austria at the age of thirty years. That would be arou~d 1748 A.D.
first Michael Demyanchuk - Demc~uk was born.
P~OOF Nm4B3R TwO: OLEXA (AL~XAND3R) First Michael's son was b~n

on the farmstead ne~r Yaskorunya in the year 1770 and died in 1865.
dhich means that he lived for 95 years, his wife's na~e was Marina,

Or Maria. Both were b~ried on the old ce~etery. (Olexa was seven
years old when moved into Austria).
PROOF N]!-lB15R THi'lJE: O:EV and H,iRIA H.tD TrIREE SONS AN;:> T,VO GIRLS.
Fedor, Danil and Mikhail ~\Vhome I visited in 1919 A.D.)

Both girls married boys at the village Zhilintzi, one was a church
Cantor and another was a village policeman, the s t ry s infer med me.



We know that Olexander Demchuk and his wife Marina had three
sons: Fedor, Daniel and Mikhail whom we visited in 1910 A.D.
It may be that someone of my readers ask the question; If it was
practice or rule in Demyanchuk family that the oldest son was the
head of the family-- why Fedor bemmg the oldest, has not been the
owner of that pmecel , 40 acres of land? Why was the youngest
of the three sons Mikhail, inherited the home and everything, being
the property of the first Michael Demyanchuk- Demchuk?

I have been asking my strys, Wasil and Fedor in 1920 A.AD
the same question. They were not sure themselves but they pointed
out to me three reasons. First reason: the unwritten law, but
family agreement which applied only to the granted land near
Yaskorunya. The second, posssible reason was th~t the Austrian
land ownership law might have been different from that in Ukraine
or in our first case we had the property granted and in Austria the
property has been bought for cash. Both Strys were unable to answer
this ~uestion and the third reason might have been that in Austria
the law re~uired every son in the family had to be conscripted and
served in the AustrDn army for three years, either infantry or
cavalry. Fedor h~s been conscripted and served in the army his
time and so was Daniel and Mikhail was left as a manager of the
farm. In Austria there was a privilege which the three brothers
could choose. hikhail might have taken that privilage considering
that he was the youngest. Mikhail enlisted as freelancer bef~e

he was conscripted and ser~ed for only one year as a cadet or
student in military Acade~y and that might have been the main
reason that he evaded conscription and became the proprietor
of the Demchuks farmstead. At any r~te, both strys, Wasil and
Fedor believed that the oldest son of AleIander, Fedor, erved in
Austrian army longer th~~ three years and tnerefore Mikhail was
enti tIed to the 40 ac r es of property. It must have been s on e
mutual agreement 31llong the three brothers.

Regarding the second so~ AleAander, Janiel, both strys ~asil

and ?edor said tha.t Dani eL after three years service i::l Au s t r i an
army has been eillDloyed as a manager and supervised the estate 0=
family Bovers~i. Boverski were a wealthy fam~ly owners of many
acres of cultivated land and forest. Daniel married Boverski's
daughter bec~~ Roman Catholic and enjoyed his life. Later his
sons became forest rangers.

Both strys Wasil fild Fedor Jr. considered ~aniel Demchuk as
an out cast because all the Demchuks were of Orthodox Faith and
Daniel became Roman Catholic and considered himself as a Pole.
And ?olw,d has ~lways been a strong hold of Roman Catholic±zm,
therefore the ~oles considered Ukrainians of Orthodox Faith as an
inferior nation and for this reason both lived in as unfriendly
manners for centuries.

Although Daniels lived only few kilometers from our Village
on the west side of Village ~osiach we never exchanged the visits.
I remember o~e time tie mail carrier from Tzihani to Losiach was
sick and we had to carry the mail until he recovered and when our tu
came I went to be a mail carrier on that narticular day, the oos t
master at Los i ach asked '"le if we related 1dth Demchuks at 'loborskv' s
farmstead. I a xi d yes, but I never had a chan c e to get ac qu a.i nt ed
wi th them, as they were considered themselves as big shots. 'he
nostoaster smiled and sai d : "Yes they are".



Now my readers will understand that I am unable to write
much about Danilo-Daniels family,. It may be that some of Danilo's
offsprings consider themselves as Polish Demchuks. I have not heard
of any. Although recently I have read in Ukrainian news ~aper as
Obituary that one Mrs Demchuk died in ~dmonton and that she with
her husband immigrated into Canada from a town in Poland. JOW, I
am inclined to believe that after this part one book is pUblished
in both En0lish and Ukrainian languages in Canada many Demchuks will
be ta~ing more i~terest in the family's name. I have looked over
the Winnipeg Telenhone Jirectnry and I counted fifteen Demchuk
families. By looking i~ a hurry over the Manitoba teleprrone
di~ectory I counted twenty ~emchuk families. I knew great number
of Dezchuks in Saskatchewan, a few in Alberta and British Columbia.
In Ontario the,e are two Demchuk families. One of them is Dkrainian
Orthodox md ni s t ar- a.i d there are few Demchuk families in U.S.A.
We must not overlook some of the eoung ones have changed their
names in dirty thirties, during the deuression when the jobs were
scarce and due to their ~Krainian or Polish names they were forced
to change their names ••••

Then about the girls of Demchuk's families, married? Surely
not all of them are being assimilated and forgotten their Ukrainian
herttage. As far as I know Demchuks family have no criminals. we
have contributed to Canada prosperity in every field and we have
many Demchuks With Unuversity education. Let us find out about t~em

In order to finish part one of Demchuk Family I would suggest
to all Demchuks to remember the following Demyanchuk-Demchuk CREDO.
The founders of Demchuks family were two brothers Michael and Wasil
Demyanchuks - Demchuks married with two sisters Maria and Anasta3ia
daughters of Alexander and Catherine Yakowliv. They were born near
the to'ffll Yaskorunya and married there.

To save their lives they were forced to leave their farmstead
and run away into Austria. In the second half of the month July
in the year 1778 A.D. while staying overnight in their tent, both
families unaniously agreed to change their name from Je~yanchuk to
Demchuk, in the triangle between Losiach - 3hili~tzi- ~eresiv

forest, the distance of about three kilometers, west from the
village Tzih&,i near COU2ty town Borscjiv. The younger brother
Wasil with his wife Anast~zia and their two hired men and one maid
moved to tae west via village Zhilintzi co~nty town Horodenke and
pressumably settled and made tieir home near or between the couuty
towns Kolomya-St~~islaw. Because we ~~ow th~t great ~any Demchuks
from those ~laces immigrated into Banada.

we believe that the first &~d oldest founder of Demyahchuks 
Demchuk :ruuily was Michael with his wife Maria.

Michael Demyanchuk-Demchuk was born on his Khootir - farmstead
near Yaako r-uny n in Ukraine, In November 1748 :i.• D. ,year of his de.rt h
not recorded. He was buried on the small cemetery in t'le v i LI ag e
Tzihani. We believe that his wife is 'ilso Eesting 8~side Mich~el.

[Hchael's son Olexa- Alexander WEtS born in the farmstead n ear'
Yaskorunya in the yeo.r 177UJ A.D. --:]ied in December 1565 A.D.
Buried in theold cemetery. His wife's name was rarina- Maria.
Olexa and l,jari,," h ad three sons end two daughters. The sons wer e
Fedor, Dan i Lc and [·'ikhail (read previous pages about D& I~)
Fedor, my graLldfather was born in the Village Tzihani in the year
18"66 "".D. - died in !\~ril l866".D. and was bur-I ed in the n ew
iemetery on the west side of tje Village Tzihani.



He was married to Anna Bilinski, and they had four sons and one girl
Paul, (my father) Wasil, Fedor J, and Stefan (died young boy) and
Pet~unelia. Paul, my father was born in July 1852 A.D. and died in
October 30, 1920 , buried on the new cemetery.
Paul married Yagna Baschuk. They had seven children: five boys and
two girls. Boys: Michael, Theodor-tlFredtl, Dimitri and Gregori. Gi r-Ls
Maria and Yagna. [wasil was the second son of Fedor and Anna.
wasil was born in the village Tzihani in the month 1857 ~.D.

and died at Sifton in Manitoba, Canada on March 7th 1934, buried in
the Sifton cemetery. Wasil Demchuk married Antonia Warowy in Tzihar
Antonia was born in the same village on and died Octc
5th, :1.-9·68-. Rests beside her husband. They had five sons : Stefan,
Ilia, Ihnaty, ~homas and Ataaazy and five girls: Caterina, Maria,

Pauline, Helen and Natalia.
Fedor Jr. was the third son of Fedor and Anna Bilinsky.

::"edor was born in the village TzihaJilJil in the ye;o.r 1860, died in ~lay

1946 in Dauphin , ["ani toba, buried in Dauph Ln cemetery. Fedor Jr.
married Pauline Krawetz in native village Tzihani. Pauline was borr
on and died in July 1940, rest beside her husb&~d.

Fedor and Pauline had three sons: Nikola, Ivan and Dimitri, also
had three daughters; Maria, ~ujbina and Anastazia.

**********************************
All Paul's and Yagna's children were born in the vill~e

Tzihani, baptized by Rev. Hlibovitzki. Maria, Michael and ~ury

marr:iEed in their native Village, lived t:lei:- lives there, raised
their children the di ed there. Theodore-"Fredtl, Yagna, Dimitri and
Gregory-"Barry" came to Canar;a, married in Canada and raised their
famili es. We will writ e abou t them in our TH3 JEM~nUKS ~'A"'ILyr .?AJ.T
T·.~O ~ND ~H8.E.E.

**** :t-*-.**************************
Wasil Demchuk was the second son and we shall list :lis childrer

Stefan~ ':::;atherina, I.JI8.ria., Ilia, Ihnaty, Thomas, 'I'anaz r , =auline,
Helen, an d ··atalka. .ie will write about their families Ll DE1"CHUKS
F.~r"!ILY 300K? A:t'~ 2 ± 3.

******** -*~~ .** ****** *~+~***~***

7:' :0:J8 JR. was the third son in the family of Demchuks. We
should list them here: Maria, Lujbin~, ~nastazia, ~ikola, Ivan
and Dimitri.

*********-******,.+,K-*****************·****
My only Wish is to live and finish writing everything Dossible

about all Demchuks as I am planning. Part Two shall cover children
of the three brothers. PART TaRBS SH~LL COVSR GR~;D CHI~J~3~ of the
Demchuks r Paul, 'tIasil, Theodor jr. and t1eir sis ter ?ETRT,rELIA.
I finally received brief news about ~1 her family ~n Poland.

As I am reaching my seventy - seventh (77) birthday, I wish the
you All Demchuks and relatives write your lives past in any way
and mail to ~e and I will prepare for the book.



''J •

Here is the example how to write and help me.
1. Your parents names. Their place of birth, church of your ba~tizma_

your God f~ther-mother. Your schooling days, elementary, high sch'
university, your employ~ent. If you are married, your r03ance when
first met your boy or girl friend, when where you where married.
If mixed marriage write all about her family. In a manner you waul,
like to write about you. THE TRUTH. Your children, etc.

At my age I developed tolerance and patience and resprect for
everybody because I consider that every human person has an intellif
reasoning power , a~d I consider myself as Canadian with Ukrainian
blood and Ukrainian hi story. I have heard many times "we English
men contributed very much to the Western civilizati~n: Democracy
Magna Carta- Constitutional Monarchy •. " Frenchmen's exaggeration:
"we are founders of delicate culture- fine arts and polished
society .... " It is tllue, but p Lea.se r-ememb en that Ukrainians with
their blood saved your destern civilization. I should Doint out to
you only three histotical events to prove my arsuments. FIRST:

GENG2IS }~AN. The mongol conqueror of central Asia planned to
conquer EuroJe and destroy western civilization. In the year 1223

A.D. his hordes overran Ukraine. Divided his army into t~ree

divisions: oue towards Balkans, Second through the central Carpatian
mountains towards Buda-?est Hungary and third division through
Czechoslov~,ia iato Vienna and all armies to meet in Rome.

The ::kraLlian p eaca-rt s under the command of an old man destroye
the whole central division and saved the Western civilization.

PROOF ~[BER TWO: the Turkish invasion of Vienna in seventeenhh
century and Polish king Jon Sobieski with his small Polish army was
unable to defend Christian fCity Vienna. King Sobieski appealed
to Ukr-afn t an Cossacks for h ehp , The Ukrainian Cossacks on their
swift horses arrived just on time to save Polish army, Christi~n

Ci ty Jlienna and lIestern Civilization. King Sobieski said; ",13 came".
,IE SAW, 'tIE CONQu.;lf1ED". But he overlooked or ignored the Ukrainian
Cossacks help and blood.
:ROOF Nl'r.'~.B.:IR T:.iB.E.i:. r~::~ JO' ..i!~ F .rD~ OF HITLJiR J S ArtF":Y 7ND~.R T3:~

STA~INGRAD. When ~itler's army(mechanized) surrounded the Stalingrad
and Germ_ns sU~[)ly line- railway was t"e shortest line through the
Ukratn i aa terri tory VOLY"KA NARS!:US to supoLy the provisions for the
Hitler's army. The Hitler's guleiter arrested all the Ukrainian
leaders. ~he under ground Ukrainian peasants gathered and during one
rainy and dark night destroyed the railway several miles and stonned
the trains. l'o food, no amuni tion an d no warm army clothes farced
the Hi tIers generals to sur-r-ender- and 'iii tler lost the war. ;u1'D AG'\.IN

A3STER..' CIVILIZ,"\.TID:- H l..8 33~"~ 3.-'_V~D 3:: J}·~H.AINIAlrS. '~his is not
imagination. ~he 3nglish Inteligence Service have this event recorded
llild the histori~'1s overlook ta write this fact from the political
reasons. Because the Tkr-ai ne is undea the Russian control.

I wrote this ryoimting out that we, Ukrainians have contrib~ted

to th" 'iestern Civilization and to Canadian }'rosperity, our share and
we consider ours&ves as equal as any other founding nations in Canada.

When I came to Can~da I was unable to express mvself in Bnglish
and on many occasions I was told: "Demchuk you either speak _:';nglish
or shut-up!" I nad to :.:ee]) my mouth shut. Now it is my time to
speak .lng l t sh .

T3AHK YOU !"'iY RJ.-~ ·.~·Ea3. !
D.~:. De:nc huk

This is t a e en" of ~he )E~r~,:. :CE-.:~·~ - ]i:~":CHUK .""\,r" O:·:~ 300K.



The third FAYILY OF R3GIONAL DEMCHUKS ~re living around the
towns ZLOCHIfi - BnODY and further north e~st: VOLiN.

The fol10wing is the true inform~tion, we have recorded from
our brother Mikhailo, who visited one family in town Zloc~iw, on
many occasions and discussed this question.

~he historical fact is that Austrian Emperors owned many
acres of pasture land in the province Bukovina, near R~mania.

On that pasture l:~d the Austrian Emperors have been raising many
thousands of fine horses, and those horses were in demand for
Austro - Hungarian army - catalry. There was no trains in the old
days, therefore tIe horses have been distributed to the different
outposts in Austro - Hungarian empire. The outpost and very
im-portant one has been silttuated east of cap i tal city Lviv "Lemberg"
near towns Zlochiv-Brody.

There was a time when a transport of horses has been delivered
from Bukovina to the said outpost near town Zlochiv. Such transport
of horses had to travel over the highway from Bukovina across the
Dniester river via Zalischyki- Borschiv - Tzihami - Husiantyn 
Tarnopil Zlochiv. And one of tile Demchuks boy being fond of horses
and army joined this transport as a helper ~~d when the transport
reached the outpost, he enlisted as a cavalry soldier, served three
years in the army, has been commissioned, married the army commandat'
daughter, raised his family there and gave the regional name of
Demchuks in that part of ~Araine.

There may be more Demchuks in other part of Ukriane but we haue
no informations. We know that Bronislaw Demchuk, the son of Mikhail
and older brother to our stryna Nastunya, whom we mentioned in our
vi si t in 1910. This" Bronko" has been a jJrofessor in the Ukrainian

highschool in the ci ty of Peremi ezl, on the river San, which now is
political boundary between Poland and Ukraine. And his family may
have roots in that re0ion. But we have no informations about
Bronislaw Demchuk's home.

We zuo w from our Stry Wasil Demchuk of Sifton .in '..Iaai toba the
Br-oni s.l aw s brother, Alexander, emigr2.ted. to -,ui ted 3tates, before
lllO and nobody knows anythin~ about him. It is possible that his
family has the roots in the '1.3.il. Our hope is that this our "/riti'1g
will interest all Decchuks on t!is conti~ent.

*********.************~


